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Rajavi: Khomeini follows Shah 

PARIS (R) — Exiled Iranian resistance leader Massoud Rajavi 
Saturday accused Iranian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini of 
having turned the country into a graveyard for the forces that 
overthrew the late Shah. In a message issued on the fifth ann- 
iversary Q f the Iranian revolution which be helped to lead, Mr. 
Rajavi described Ayatollah Khomeini's "dictatorship^’ as “a nat- 
ural extension of the Shah's tyranny”. He listed Ayatollah Kho- 
meini’s record of five years in power as: “Thirty thousand to 
40,(KX) .executions, 100,000 political prisoners, half a million 
killed and half a million maimed in the war (with Iraqi, three 
million war refugees, crippled agriculture, 10(1 percent increase in 
food imports, industrial stagnation, closure of universities, ast- 
ronomical inflation and more than five million unemployed." ' 
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‘Mubarak met Qadhafi’s envoy’’ 


CAIRO ( AP ) — President Hosni Mubarak received during a visit 
to Morocco earlier this week an emissary of Libyan leader Mua- 
mraar Qadhafi on an apparent fence-mending mission, the. weekly 
October magazine reported Saturday. It identified the envoy as 
Sared Khazzaf A1 Dav. a cousin of Colonel Qadhafi. The. mag- 
azine, whose editor Anis Mansour was among senior Egyptian 
journalists accompanying Mr. Mubarak on the visit, also quoted 
political circles in Morocco as saying there was a possibility of 
Moroccan King Hassan mediating between Egypt and Libya to 
heal longstanding differences. Egypt i an- Libyan relations have 
been strained since 1973 when Cairo rebuffed Col. QadhafPs 
overtures for a union between the two countries. The two cou- 
ntries fought a six-day border war in July 1977. 
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Abu Jihad leaves 
for Tunisia 

AMMAN (R] — Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLOj Dep- 
uty Commander Khalil A1 Wazir 
(Abu Jihad) left Amman Saturday 
for talks in Tunis on future str- 
ategy of the PLO^and its biggest 
commando group, Fateh. Abu 
Jihad told Reuters that PLO lea- 
der Yasser Arafat was still exp- 
ected to visit Amman shortly for 
talks with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on a possible joint approach 
to Middle East peace. 

Ghali ends 
African visit 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs Bou- 
tros Ghali returned Saturday from 
a four-day trip to Addis Ababa, 
Djibouti and Khartoum. He said 
his talks bad centred on co- 
ordination ahead of a meeting of 
foreign ministers of the Org- 
anisation of African Unity (0 AU) 
due to be held in the Ethiopian 
capital on Feb. 27. 


GCC chiefs-of-staff 
to meet Monday 

BAHRAIN (Rj — The chiefe- 
of-staff of the six member cou- 
ntries of the Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) will start a three- 
day meeting in Doha on Monday, 
the official Gtilf News Agency 
(GN A ) said Saturday. The agency 
gave no further details. 

Evren to visit 
Riyadh this week 

RIYADH (R) — Turkish Pre- 
sident Kenan Evren is expected to 
pay a five-day official visit to 
Saudi Arabia starting next week, 
Turkish embassy officials said 
Saturday. They said General 
Evren’s talks with Saudi leaders 
would cover ways to develop trade 
and commercial ties, the Iran-Iraq 
war and the latest Middle East 
developments. 


Student unions 
banned in Sind 


KARACHI (R) — Martial law 
authorities in Pakistan's southern 
province of Sind, scene of violent 
anti-government protests last 
year, Saturday banned all student 
unions there. The ban. coming two 
days after a similar step in the Pun- 
jab province, was the latest step m 
a government crackdown, on stu- 
dent groups. Sind Military Gov- 
ernor Lieutenant-General S.M. 
Abbasi issued the ban in the pro- 
vincial capital of Karachi, ord- 
ering all union offices to be sealed 
and all funds impounded, the off- 
icial APP news agency reported. 

Israeli checkpoints 
remain closed 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli border 
checkpoints with Lebanon failed 
to re-open as scheduled Saturday 
because of a labour dispute, an 
Interior Ministry spokesman said. 
Border inspectors demanded spe- 
cial payments which the ministry is 
not prepared to pay. the spo- 
kesman said. Earlier, the ministry 
said the crossing points would 
re-open after the Jewish Sabbath 
to enable foreigners to enter Israel 
from Lebanon. 
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Rivals reject Gemayel’ s 
bid to revive peace talks 


BEIRUT (R) — President Amin Gemayel 
tried Saturday to arrange a four-nation mee- 
ting to save Lebanon from sliding farther 
and faster towards civil war, but two senior 
opposition figures said his time had ran out. 


Mr. Gemayel met senior aides 
at the presidential palace to try to 
set up a joint meeting of Syrian, 
American, Saudi and Lebanese 
foreign ministers, official sources 
said. 

But Nabih Bern, leader of the 
powerful Shfhe "AmaT (hope) 
movement, said Mr. Gemayel had 
to resign to pave the way for rec- 
onciliation of Lebanon's warring 
factions, and a senior Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) leader said 
i the predominantly Druze PSP 
i would not give him another cha- 
nce. 

Mr. Bern told Reuters he wan- 
ted the president to step down 
because he had failed to unite the 
country and had run out of friends. 

“One year ago all political lea- 
ders supported Gemayel” Mr. 
Bern said. “Now he has no friends 
(in Lebanon), and 1 ask myself 
whether he has any friends in the 
world" 

Beirut 
evacuation 
nears end 

BEIRUT (API -L Mortar shell 
and sniper fire disrupted the eva- 
cuation of Americans from strife- 
tom Beirut Saturday. One woman 
suffered a slight wound from a 
recocheting bullet before hun- 
dreds of evacuees were airlifted to 
U.S. warships offshore. 

Machinegun bursts rattled in 
the distance as French and Italian 
troops escorted hundreds of for- 
eign nationals in separate truck 
convoys across the green line out 
of Beirut’s mainly Muslim western 
sector. 

They boarded landing craft at 
the port of Jounieh 20 kilometres 
north of the Lebanese capital. 

Also Saturday. French soldiers 
of the Multi-National Force 
(MNF) re-opened the med-city 
museum crossing to two-way tra- 
ffic for the first time since all con- 
nections between Beirut's eastern 
and western halves were closed by 
fighting on Monday. 

French soldiers manned barbed 
wire checkpoints at the museum 
intersection as the state radio said 
a huge convoy of food and fuel 
supplies was ready to cross the 
green line from the predominantly 
Christian eastern sector to ease 
accute shortages in west Beirut. 

U.S. Ambassador Reginald 
Bartholomew chatted with rep- 
oners in front of the U.S. embassy 
on west Beirut's sea front ‘Ein 
Mreisse corniche. He came out of 
the seven-story Duraford Bui- 
lding twice, first after two shells’ 
crashed nearby and the second 
after the ricocheting sniper bullet 
grazed below the right ear of a 
woman evacuee. 

The woman's white blouse was 
splattered with blood as she was. 
taken' on a stretcher aboard the 
first CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter 
that started off the second and last: 
day of the American evacuation 
operation at 1248 p.m. "(1048 
GMT). 48 minutes behind sch- 
edule. 

U.S. Embassy Press Secretary 
John Stewart said the woman was 
believed to be British. He gave no 
other information on her. ■ 

The evacuees were mostly 
Americans, but included many 
other nationalities such as Can- 
adians. Australians, French, 
German, a Nigerian diplomat, one 
Japanese and a group of Mal- 
divian students. 

\ The last departing group had six 
people in it. Four were the family 
of Osman Zeituli, a Lebanese bus- 
inessman, and one was Hassan 
Harrakeh. a Lebanese cam- 
eraman for the American tel- 
evision network CBS who was 
wounded several days ago and still 
had five pieces of shrapnel in his 
•arm. 

5 Hathn whips head for Lebanon; 
U.S. evacuees arrive off Cyprus, 

page 2 


Marwan Hamade, a close aide 
of PSP leader Walid Junblatt. told 
a news conference that Mr. Jun- 
blatt would not co-operate with 
the president again “because of 
what happened in the mountains 
and Beirut.” 

Mr. Hamade was referring to 
warfare in the Shouf mountains 
between the PSP and the army 
which has raged for months, and 
to the army takeover of west Bei- 
rut jast summer and its subsequent 
tight grip on the mainly Muslim 
part of the city. ’ ■ 

Opposition figures have con- 
stantly accused Mr. Gemayel and . 
his government of using the army . 
for political ends, supporting only 
the Maronite Christian com- 
munity. 

Amal and leftist militias early 
this week wrested back control of 
west Beirut from the army in a 
bloody 1 7-hour battle. 

Mr. Gemayel, who has made no 


public statement since the tak- 
eover, conferred Saturday with 
Foreign Minister Elie Salem, Nat- 
ional Security Adviser Wadie 
Haddad and Saudi- Lebanese bus- 
inessman Rafiq A1 Hariri, a vet- 
eran mediator. 

Official sources at the pre- 
sidential palace said Mr. Gemayel 
hoped to set up the four-nation 
talks as a prelude to a second 
round of the Geneva rec- 
onciliation talks, started in Late 
October and adjourned after a few 
days. 

Saudi Arabia was co-operating 
in dying to get Syrian Foreign 
Minister Abdul Halim Khaddam 
to the conference table, the sou- 
rces said. 

Sporadic battles, involving 
tanks, machine-guns and small 
arms, were reported Saturday 
from most traditional trouble 
spots, including the “green line” 
dividing Beirut. Security sources 
dialogue as the only means for a 
settlement.” 

Lebanese array and leftist mil- 
itia sources said an agreement had 
been worked out for the wit- 
hdrawal of an army unit and its 
replacement by French troops at 


one place on the “green Ime" to 
provide a safe crossing point. 

For the first time since Monday 
newspapers published in east Bei- 
rut were available on the west side 
of the line. They contained many 
photographs of buildings in the 
east which had been heavily dam- 
aged in recent shelling from PSP- 
held areas. 

-Beirut has been split in two 
since Tuesday. Opposition leaders 
including Mr. Beni Saturday acc- 
used the government of trying to 
apply social and economic pre- 
ssure by starving west Beirut of 
flour, fruit and vegetables, and 
oxygen for hospitals. 

A PSP source said that heavy 
shelling of mountain areas this 
week by the battleship New Jersey 
and other U.S. warships had killed 
-24 people and wounded 1 50. One 
Druze village was destroyed, he 
said. 

. Syrian Television Saturday 
night showed pictures of huge cra- 
ters caused by the U.S. shelling in 
Syrian-held eastern Lebanon. 

U.S. ready to bolster Lebanese 
army; Shamir warns against abr- 
ogation of May 17 pact, page 2 



The body of Soviet President Yuri Andropov, who died last Thursday, lies in state Saturday (AP wir- 
epboto) 

Soviets mourn Andropov, 
await next Kremlin chief 


Iraq launches threatened 
missile attack on Dezful 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Saturday Us military forces 
have attacked the oil-rich sou- 
thern Iranian city of Dezful in ful- 
filment of a threat made nine days 
ago in the Gulf war between the 
two states. 

“Selected targets in Dezful 
were attacked this morning” an 
official Iraqi military spokesman 
reported. He did not elaborate 
how the attack was carried out or 
say what types of weapons were 
involved. 

Dezful is some 80 kilometres 
from the border between the two 
states. 

A few hours after the attack on 
Dezful, Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein presided over a meeting 
of his military command, the Iraqi 


News - Agency (INA) reported 
from Baghdad. 

It said the meeting was attended 
by Defence Minister Adnan BCha- 
i rah ah and the state minister for 
military affairs, Abdul Jabbar 
Sbanshal, who was military 
chief-of-sta# until his recent tra- 
nsfer. 

Meanwhile, Iran said it would 
shell three Iraqi border towns 
Sunday in retaliation for Sat- 
urday’s missile strikes on Dezful 
which left at least five people dead 
and more than 100 injured. 

A military official in an uns- 
cheduled broadcast on Tehran 
Radio said the populations of the 
Iraqi towns of Khanaqin, Mandali 
and Basra, earlier warned to eva- 
cuate their homes immediately. 


had been given additional time to 
seek safety. 

Tehran Radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, said five missiles hit 
Dezful, killing at least five people, 
wounding over 100 and causing 
heavy damage. Rescue operations 
were continuing, the radio added. 

The Iranian news agency IRNA 
quoted Iran's President Ali Kha- 
menei Saturday as having ordered 
retaliatory bombardments of 
Basra, Mandali and Khanaqin. 

Basra, with a population of aro- 
und 500,000, is an oil port at the 
head of the Gulf opposite the Ira- 
nian oil town of Abadan. Mandali 
and Khanaqin are border towns 
northeast of Baghdad. 


MOSCOW (R) — Funeral dec- 
orations appeared on government 
buddings Saturday as the Soviet 
Union began four days of mou- 
rning for President Yuri And- 
ropov amid growing speculation 
over who might succeed him. 

Mr. Andropov died on Thu- 
rsday aged 69 of a kidney ailment, 
complicated by diabetes, after just 
15 months in power. He is due to 
be buried on Tuesday, probably at 
a traditional site behind Lenin's 
Mausoleum in Red Square. 

His funeral is set to become a 
high-level international gathering 
at which foreign leaders wQl try to 
make contact with the new Kre- 
mlin ruler. 

In California, President Rea- 
gan, taking a short holiday before 
his gruelling election year sch- 
edule, said in his first statement on 
the Soviet leadership transition 
that Mr. AndropoVs death should 
be followed by new efforts for det- 
ente. 

Dues as to who might become 
Communist Party secretary gen- 
eral have so fax been scarce, tho- 
ugh some analysts felt the choice 
of Politburo member Konstantin 
Chernenko as chairman of the • 
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Konstantin Chernenko 

Andropov funeral commission- 
provided some indication. 

Mr. Andropov was given the 
same role for the funeral of Leo- 
nid Brezhnev in November. 1982, 
and shortly afterward became sec- 
retary general. He took over the 
Soviet presidency last June. 

Senior members of the Com- 
munist Party Central Committee 
began meeting Saturday at the 


Kremlin to begin the selection 
process. Soviet sources said. But 
they added a full committee ple- 
num would not be held until Mon- 
day to make the final choice. 

Mr. Chernenko. 72, who was 
Mr. Andropov’s closest rival for 
the top party job in 1982. was 
shown on state television leading 
the Politburo and Central Com- 
mittee Secretariat members into. 
Moscow’s Hall of Column* to pay 
respects to the late leader. 

Mr. Andropov's body was laid 
out in an open coffin piled high 
with flowers and wreaths up to his 
chest. 

Following Mr. Chernenko into 
the hall were veteran Politburo 
members — Prime Minister Nik- 
olai Tikhonov, Defence Minister 
Dmitry Ustinov, Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko and Moscow 
party chief Viktor Grishin. 

They and younger members 
such as Mikhail Gorbachov and 
Grigory Romanov have all been 

(Continued on page 3) 

Moscow prepares for Andropov's 
funeral; U.S. hopes for thaw in 
relations, page 8 


Jordan sends condolences to USSR 


Mubarak leaves Paris for Washington 


PARIS (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak left for 
Washington Saturday after a 
24-hour visit during which he and 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand apparently decided not to 
revise a French-Egyptian peace 
plan for the Middle East. 

Asked whether the joint peace 
proposal first put before the U.N. 
Security Council in July 1982 
would be re-initiated, Mr. Mub- 
arak said: “not now.” 

The Egyptian president called 
the proposal “a very good ini- 
tiative" after his 90-minute mee- 
ting with Mr. Mitterrand. The 
peace plan calls for Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) recognise each other. 

French officials earlier had ind- 
icated France did not feel it was 
timely to revise the peace ini- 


tiative because off the crisis in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Mubarak said he and Mr. 
.Mitterrand discussed ways to 
“promote an overall settlement in 
the Middle East.” He said such a 
settlement could not be worked 
out “without starting by solving 
the Palestinian question, because 
that is the heart of the problem.’.’ 

The situation in Lebanon, the 
Palestinian problem, the lran-lraq 
war and the civil war in Chad also 
were discussed during the mee- 
ting, Mr. Mubarak said. He des- 
cribed the talks as "warm and par- 
ticularly friendly." 

France has said it has no imm- 
ediate plans to withdraw its troops 
in the Multi-National Force 
(MNF) in Beirut despite a pull- 
back by the other three member 
countries, the United States, Bri- 


tain and Italy. 

But Paris is stepping up efforts 
at the U.N. Security Council to 
win agreement on the despatch of 
U.N. troops to replace the MNF. 

Informed French sources said 
France did not regard revival of 
the Franco-Egyptian peace plan 
as its immediate priority and it was 
more preoccupied with the crisis 
in Lebanon. 

Mr. Mubarak was asked now 
the Franco-E gy ptiaa plan stood in 
relation to the 1979 Camp David 
treaty between Egypt and Israel 
which led to Egypt being os- 
tracised by most Arab states until 
recent months. 

“The peace treaty is the peace 
treaty. Do you want nothing to be 
done apart from that?” said Mr. 
Mubarak, adding: ‘'The peace 
treaty is going ahead.” 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has sent a cable to 
the Praesidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR expressing his 
condolences and that of the Jor- 
danian people and government on 
the death of Soviet President Yuri 
V. Andropov. 

In his cable. King Hussein paid 
tribute to the late president for his 
continued endeavours to bolster 
Jordanian-Soviet ties of fri- 
endship and for strengthening bil- 
ateral relations in various fields in 
the interest of both peoples, the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

King Hussein also voiced the 
■ Arab Nation's deep appreciation 
for the firm Soviet stand in sup- 
porting Arab causes, particularly 
the rights of the Palestinian people* 
in their homeland and their right 
to self-determination. Petra said.- 

His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan, the Regent, also sent 
a similar cable to the Soviet lea- 
dership expressing condolence on 
the death of President Andropov. 

An official Jordanian del-, 
egatioo is expected to take part in 
the funeral of Mr. Andropov sch- 
eduled to take place on Tuesday. 
The delegation, which will be led 


by Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odeh, will include Foreign Min- 
ister Taher A1 Masri and Array 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant-General 
Fatin' Abu Taieb. 

' Meanwhile messages of con- 
dolences over Mr. Andropov’s 
death poured into Moscow Sat- 
urday. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar sent a message of 
condolences to Kremlin on the 
death of President Andropov, pra- 
ising him for his “fervent com- 
mitment to work for world 
peace.’* 

The United Nations flag on the 
headquarters grounds flew at half 
staff Friday in memory of Mr. 
Andropov. 

U.S. President Ronald Reagan' 
and Secretaiy of State George 
Shultz have expressed their per- 
sonal condolences over the death 
of the Soviet leader and voiced 
hope the new Moscow leadership 
will join the United States in str- 
iving “to make the world a safer 
place.” 

Vice-President George Bush 
was designated to represent the 
United States at Mr. Andropov’s 
funeral in Moscow on Tuesday 
(See story on page 8). 


Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein sent a cable Saturday to the 
Soviet Communist Party Pol- 
itburo expressing profound grief 
and sorrow at the deat h of the Sov- 
iet president. 

Baghdad and Moscow are 
bound by a 15 -year treaty of fri- 
endship and co-operation signed 
in 1 972 and the Soviets are major . 
suppliers of equipment for Iraq in 
its 40-month-old war with Iran. 

. “We have received together 
with our comrades at the gov- 
ernment and (Arab Baath Soc- 
ialist) Party in Iraq with profound 
grief and sorrow the news of the 
death of comrade Yuri And- 
ropov." the message said. 

Egyptian President 'Hosni 
Mubarak is sending a three-man 
delegation, led by presidential ass- 
istant Mamdouh Salem, to Mos- 
cow to attend Mr. Andropov’s 
funeral. 

Mr. Salem was prime minister 
under the late President Anwar 
Sadat who was assassinated in 
1981. 


World leaders express regret, hope 
for new era, page 8 


U.S. official urges quicker Marine withdrawal 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan, facing 
widespread violence in Lebanon 
and a political rebellion at home, 
“can and should" withdraw ail but 
about 200 U.S. Marines from Bei- 
rut quickly, perhaps within a 
month, a senior administration 
official said Friday. 

The official, who spoke only on 
condition that he not be identified,-' 
also expressed optimism that Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel would' be 
able to remain in office despite the 
deteriorating situation in Leb- 
anon, and that Syrian authorities’ 
backing Lebanese opposition for- 
ces are showing signs of wil- 
lingness to negotiate. 

Meanwhile. Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger gave Mr. 
Reagan, vacationing in California^ 
a proposed timetable for wit- 
hdrawal of Marines from Beirut. 

But Deputy White House Press 
Secretary Larry Speakes said in a 
statement that Mr. Reagan dir- 


ected consultations take place 
with the Lebanese government 
and other members of the Multi- 
National Force -(MNF) before 
making a decision on whether to 
proceed with Mr. Weinberger’s 
plan. 

The pressure on Mr. Reagan to 
hasten the Marines? redeployment 
intensified when Senator Paul 
Laxalt, chairman of Mr. Reagan’s 
re-election committee, said in an 
interview with the Associated 
Press reported that the Marines 
should be removed as quickly as 
possible from the entire region, 
not merely from the ground In. 
Beirut. 

Mr. Laxalt, who is regarded as* 
the president’s closest and most 
loyal ally in Congress, had been- a 
strong advocate of the Marine 
presence in Beirut. But he said in 
the AP interview, that the Mar- 
ines' mission has been frustrated : 
and that they should he pulled, 
back for from the region. 


Mr. Reagan announced Tue- 
sday that the bulk of the Marine 
peacekeeping force would be tra- 
nsferred gradually to the offshore 
vessels, but Mr. Laxalt said those 
ships might not be safe enough. 

Since Tuesday, administration- 
officials have given a variety of est- 
imates about bow long the Marine 
redeployment would take, from a 
month for 500 troops to four 
months for all of the 1.200 to 
l^Oihtroops stationed in Beirut. 

‘EarUer pullback possible' 

But on Friday, the senior adm- 
inistration official told reporters 
from the AP, United Press Int- 
ernational and Reuters news age- 
ncies that militarily, the pullback 
could be completed within a few 
weeks, depending on the political 
and military situation in Beirut. 

Asked about conflicting reports 
■from other officials about the tim- 
etable, this official said: 

* "The original forecast that this 


could play out over a matter of 
months was predicated on a sit- 
uation that just doesn’t exist . 
today. In the new circumstances in . 
which we find ourselves, it can and 
should be telescoped quite a lot.” 

He added: “I would be opt- 
imistic it would be completed in a 
months' time.” 

Within that period, he said, all 
-American servicemen except for 
the troops assigned to protect the 
U.S. embassy and other U.S. dip- 
-lomaric facilities and residences 
could be removed. That would 
leave three shifts of about 60 ser- 
vicemen each for guard duty. 

Asked to rate ’Mr. Gemayers 
chances of remaining in office, the 
official replied, “I'd say they're 
good. The credibility of his com- 
mitment to real reconciliation has 
been improved.” 

Marine pw l h a ck from Beirut doe*. 

art help Meapn’i re-efection cha- 
nces much, page 4 


THE EMBASSY OF THE UNION OF 
SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS IN 
AMMAN 


announces with deep regret and profound grief that 


YURI VLADIMIROVICH ANDROPOV 


General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, 
President of the Praesidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, died after a long illness on Feb. 9, 1984. 

The embassy announces that the register of con- 
dolences will be opened at the office of the embassy 
on Sunday and Monday, Feb. 12 and 13, 1984 from 
■ 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. • 






Five Italian ships 


leave for Lebanon 


ROME (AP) — Italy’s Defence Ministry announced 
Friday that five ships left Wednesday for Lebanon to 
assist in “the operative needs” of Italian troops in 
Beirut. 


of the island of Sardinia and were 
proceeding in “unfavourable con- 
ditions’ 1 toward Lebanon. 


In addition, three merchant 
ships will be sent at a later date to 
Lebanon “for the transport of 
materials." the Defence Ministry 
said. It gave no date for the mer- 
chant ships' departure. 

Defence Ministry officials con- 
tacted by telephone refused fur- 
ther comment on the brief ann- 
ouncement. which did not say 
whether Italy's 1.40U troops in 
Beirut would be redeployed on 
the ships, or what kind of mat- 
erials would be transported on the, 
merchant vessels. 

Italy’s Defence Minister Gio- 
vanni Spadolini on Wednesday 
ordered the country's military chi- 


efs of staff to take “alJ necessary 
steps” for a gradual withdrawal of 
Italian forces, but set no timetable 
for a pullout. The original force of 
2.1(10 men was recently reduced 
by one-third. 

“The ships... are proceeding 
toward Beirut to accomplish 
tasks connected to the eventual 
operative needs of our peace con- 
tingent." the Defence Ministry 
said. 

The statement said the battle 
cruisers “Vittorio Veneto" and 
“Dona.” the torpido-boat des- 
troyer “ Audace.” the frigate 
“Sagittario” and the support ship 
“ Strombolf ' left from waters west 


The ministry said that four add- 
itional ships already stationed in 
waters off the coast of Lebanon 
“are capable, in emergency con- 
ditions, of embarking all the (Ita- 
lian) military personnel in Bei- 
rut." 


The ministry also reported that 
another Italian soldier had been 
hit by stray gunfire in the Leb- 
anese capital, bringing the number 
of wounded to 1 2 since last Mon- 
day. 

The announcement came hours 
after the U.S. embassy contested 
Italian media reports that the wit- 
hdrawal of American troops con- 
stituted an “abandonment” or. 
remaining Multi-National Forces 
or of Lebanon's government. 



Kuwait bomb trial opens amid securii 


KUWAIT (R) — The trial of 25 
people accused of involvement in 
a wave of bomb blasts which 
shook Kuwait in December ope- 
ned Saturday amid tight security 
and threats of further attacks on 
Kuwaiti interests. 

The Dec. 12 bomb attacks, 
which hit the embassies of the 
United States and France, the Int- 
ernational Airport and other gov- 
ernment installations, left six peo-~ 
pie dead and 86 injured. 

The defendants number 17 Ira- 
qis. three Lebanese, three Kuw- 
aitis and two men described as sta- 
teless. Four of them are being 
tried in absentia. 

As the 21 in court smiled and 
chatted amongst themselves ins- 
ide an. iron cage. Judge Ghazi A1 
Samar read out the indictments. 
He added the charge of trying to 
overthrow by force “the political 


basis of the Kuwaiti government” 
to counts of murder or attempted 
murder. 

Nineteen of the accused could 
be executed if convicted. 

.The hearing in a partially- 
completed girls’ school on the out- 
skirts of Kuwait City was open for 
the first hour but then went into 
closed session after consultations 
between the judge and the pro- 
secution. 

Hundreds of armed police on 
foot and in armoured cars cor- 
doned off the area 15 kilometres 
from Kuwait City, as the def- 
endants were brought to the court 
from the nearby Central Prison. 

Barricades were erected on the 
main road to the school and all 
unauthorised people were barred 
from the area. 

The Kuwaiti authorities have 
said the accused are members of 


A1 Dawa AI Islam ia 
Call), an extremist 
anisarioa seeking an Iranian-fHKj 
regime in Iraq. . |||| 

An Iraqi opposition - 
based in Iran said Saturday ftjj§g 
the right to endanger KuwaitjJ||§ 
crests anywhere, in the . worifp 
Kuwait did not allow foreign 
yers to represent the defendk&fl 
There was no immediate 
ction to the statement, but 
ait' s ruler Sheikh Jaber Al A 
Al Sabah said last month after, 
closing earlier threats that 
country would not bow to" 
rorism or those who stood 
it. 

-Although Iran has hot 
mentioned in official state meq*s 
here on the bomb attack^ Tehran! 
has said a number of Iranian&ha 4 fc~ 
been deported from Kuwait after^ 
the blasts. 


Marines evacuating American civilians from Lebanon to U.S. ships 
off Beirut coast (AP wirephoto) 


U.S. ready to bolster Lebanese army 


American evacuees 


Greece releases 
14 Turks 
pending trial 


7 workers missing after 


rebel attack in Sudan 


WASHINGTON — U.S. Sec- 
retary of Defence Caspar Wei- 
nberger told Congress this week 
that the United States stands 
ready to help bolster the gov- 
ernment of Lebanon’s fighting 
forces, when the time is app- 
ropriate. 

Testifying before the House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee Feb. 9. Mr. Wei- 
nberger stated: “When the gov- 
ernment of Lebanon is able to 
reconstitute itself in a broadly- 
based representative government, 
we are prepared to speed up sup- 
port for the Lebanese Armed For- 
ces through accelerated training 
and provision of equipment." 

Secretary Weinberger spoke to 
the committee at length about 
world-wide security needs and 
projected U.S. responses. 

Following are Middle East- 
related excerpts from his pre- 
sentation: - 

The Middle East remains one of 
the most critical and volatile reg- 
ions for world peace. The Leb- 
anese situation is. of course, dis- 
couraging and unpredictable. Pro- 
spects for early reconciliation 
among all internal factions and 
foreign'- forces remain dim. The 
Lebanese crisis , is at, ,lpas), nine 
years old and we are always con- 
cerned that violence there could 


spill over into a larger regional, 
conflict. 

The conflict in Central Ame- 
rican causes us great concern. The 
national bipartisan commission 
report recommends a substantial 
infusion of economic and military 
assistance to turn back the tide of 
violence in the region. 

There are many other pressing 
requirements around the world 
that will require significant ass- 
istance from the United States. 
But Lebanon and Central Ame- 
rica are the most worrisome. 

In the past nine years. Lebanon 
has lived through a ceaseless tra- 
gedy. In the past weeks, this tra- 
gedy has intensified and the sit- 
uation in Lebanon has grown 
worse. 


accelerated training and provision 
of equipment. 

— This support will include 
counter-terrorist training to hel- 
p combat the terrorist threat to 
innocent Lebanese people and to 
Americans in Lebanon and thr- 
oughout the Middle East. 

— Finally, the president has aut- 
hroised our naval forces to pro- 
vide, fire and air support against 
elements firing into Beirut from 
Syrian-controlled areas, and aga- 
inst units attacking U.S. or Mul- 
tinational Force personnel and 
facilities. 


arrive off Cyprus 


On Tuesday ( Feb. 7 ). President 
Reagan directed: 

— The redeployment of U.S. 
Marines from Beirut Airport to 
ships off the coast. This rotation to 
U.S. ships has begun and will pro- 
ceed in phases. 

— Some Marines will remain in 
Lebanon to protect remaining 
U.S. personnel. ‘ 

— When the government of Leb- 
anon is able to reconstitute itself in 
a broadly-based representative 
goveromefii. we,. are prepared to 
speed up support for t he Lebanese 
Arme& Forces (LAF) through i 


These actions should not be int- 
erpreted as a lessening of U.S. 
commitment to the people and the 
government of Lebanon. These 
steps have been under con- 
sideration for some time and we 
believe the rotation of U.S. Mar- 
ines to ships offshore will not only 
provide them more safety from 
the terrorists, but also help defuse 
their presence there as an obstacle 
to reconstituting a national gov- 
ernment in Lebanon. 


LARN ACA. Cyprus ( AP 1 — Two 
U.S. Sixth Fleet warships carrying 
American evacuees from war- 
ravaged Beirut arrived off this 
south coast Cyprus port Saturday. 

The second stage of the mass 
evacuation of U.S. citizens, the 
ferrying of the evacuees from the. 
warships to shore by helicopters, 
was expected to get under way 
shortly. 

The plan was for the evacuees to 
be airlifted to Larnaca Airport by 
the sparkling blue waters of the 
Mediterranean. 

From there they would be tra- 
nsferred four miles by bus to the 
Karpasiana beachside hotel where 
the U.S. embassy has set up a pro- 
cessing centre. 

“Some of the 5m* odd evacuees 
may want to stay on in Cyprus for 
a while, others may want to return 


home. We will try to make arr- 
angements for aii of them acc- 
ording to their wishes.” said Dan 
Howard, the embassy press off- 
icer. 


There was an air of tranquility 
at Larnaca on a warm sunny clo- 
udless day. The heavy storm and 
rough seas of the previous days 
that had prevented ships from pic- 
king up the evacuees directly from 
Lebanese ports the previous day 
had subsided with only gentle 
waves lapping the shore next to 
the airport runway- 


The scene would provide a wel- 
come contrast for the evacuees 
whose last memory of Beirut as 
they left Friday was one of a city 
still shaken by the rumble of art- 
illery and the crackle of small arms 
fire. 


ATHENS (AP) — Fourteen lef- 
twing Turkish political refugees 
who briefly occupied the Turkish 
Airlines offices in the Greek cap- 
ital on Thursday were set free Fri- 
day pending their trial by a mis- 
demeanors court, police said. 

A police spokesman said the 1 4 
Turks, all members of leftwing 
and Kurdish separatist org- 
anisations banned in Turkey, 
would go on trial here on April 5. 
charged with forcing an entry and 
resisting authority. 

The political refugees, who 
were detained overnight at Ath- 
ens Security Police Headquarters, 
were released after they were cha- 
rged at a hearing before an Athens 
public prosecutor. 

They returned to the United 
Nations Centre for Political Ref- 
ugees at Lavrion. 65 kilometres 
from Athens where they were sta- 
ying. the police spokesman said. 

The unarmed refugees, wea- 
ring red masks, rushed into the 
Turkish Air Lines offices in dow- 
ntown Athens Thursday noon . 


KHARTOUM (R) —Seven for- 
eigners with a French company 
working on the Jonglei Canal sch- 
eme in southern Sudan were mis- 
sing following a rebel attack on 
their camp Friday, the official 
Sudan News Agency (SUNA) said 
Saturday. 

The agency quoted what it cal- 
led an authoritative official source 
as saying: “outlaws Friday mor- 
ning attacked the company's camp 
at Sobat, Upper Nile region of 
southern Sudan, but were con- 
fronted and defeated by the Sud- 
anese Armed Forces who inflicted 
heavy losses on them.” 

Foreign workers at the camp 
were evacuated to Khartoum but 
seven of them were missing and 
-troops were looking for them, the 
source said. The nationalities or 
names of .those missing were not 
given. 

The incident is the second rebel 
attack in the southern region, 
where three foreign workers of 
U.S. Chevron Oil Company were 
killed on Feb. 2 in a similar attack, 
after which Chevron suspended 


.exploration at some sites in the - 


Some Libyan- and Ethio pia^ 
soldiers were found among 
dead and some other Libyan^}; 
Ethiopian soWietsweretdceg^& 
soners,” SUNA quoted the sonra: 1 
as saying. V 

He added - army, frtxjpsvwre-' 
engaged in fierce fighting wtihifc' 
rebels. 

Sudan has repeatedlyraccused 
Libya and Ethiopia of; i»ritiag 
rebellion in southern Sudan. ,-: . 

The Jonglei CanaL an ambitions 
Sudanese-Egyptian joint venture 
to increase Nile water storage, aiti 
the Chevron oil operations havg 
been frequent targets of Southern 
■rebels. - -• - - . • 

Southern Sudan, a vast region 
of swamps and virgin -Jand*. baa 
been the scene of frequent 'fig- 
hting. including a civil -war which 
ended in 1971 following agr- 
eement to grant it autonomy. 

Bui there have been a growing 
number of clashes with rebels see- 
king complete secession from the 
central government m Khartomn. 


Gulf military flurry reflects rising security concern 


We have been involved in Leb- 
anon in order to help create the 
conditions in which the gov- 
ernment coaid begin the difficult- 
process of national reconciliation: 
This' has been essential to peace’ 
and stability there. * “J 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Renter 


Shamir warns of Lebanon agreement abrogation 


TEL AVIV (Rj — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said Sat- 
urday that if Lebanon abrogated 
their agreement of May last year. 
Israel would be free to disregard 
the obligations of the pact, inc- 
luding an undertaking to withdraw 
from Lebanon. 

He told state radio Israel had 
“conceded far more than it rec- 
eived in order to reach an agr- 
eement with Lebanon.” 

The Israeli-Lebanese agr- 
eement called for the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from Lebanon, 
but Tel Aviv made its pullback 
contingent on a simultaneous 
move by the Syrians who have rej- 
ected the accord. 


“Agreements are reached so 
that they may be honoured and 
implemented. Should Lebanon 
abrogate the treaty. Israel will see 
itself free of the need to fulfil its 
obligations, including the pre- 
servation of Lebanon's sov- 
ereignty by a complete pullout 
from Lebanon.” 

' Israel invaded Lebanon in 
1982 “as an act of self-defence to 
safeguard its northern border aga- 
inst attacks from Lebanon,” the 
prime minister said. 

“Everyone should understand 
that we shall protect our northern 
border and our people with or 
without the agreement” he said. 
• Asked about reports from W as- 


hington that the U.S. had asked 
Israel to allow President Amin 
Gemayel to abrogate the accord, 
Mr. Shamir said: 


“I cannot believe this is the view 
of President Reagan. Those Ame- 
rican officials who perhaps favour 
this move should understand that 
if the accord is discarded it will 
only strengthen Syria and its agg- 
ressive policies.” he said. 


Rafael Eitan, who was Israeli 
chief of staff during the invasion of 
Lebanon but has since retired, 
said Saturday that "if the U.S. 
abandons Lebanon, it will be a vic- 
tory for the Soviet Union through 
its surrogate, Syria.” 


BAHRAIN Recent multi- 
biUion dollar arms purchases and 
joint military manoeuvres by Gulf 
states reflect rising security con- 
cerns and a growing det- 
ermination to rely less on outside 
military aid, diplomats say. 

Saudi Arabia has signed a S4 
billion arms deal with France for 
air defence equipment while 
Kuwait has sent a navy contingent 
to West Germany for training. 

Senior Gulf military officials 
have spoken of expanding their 
newly-established rapid dep- 
loyment force, designed to cope 
with the initial stages of a foreign 
invasion, as more joint land and 
air exercises are planned to imp- 
rove combat readiness. 

The six states which formed the 
Gulf Co-operation Council 
(GCC) in 1981 — Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Oman. Bahrain. Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates 
lUAE) — all face Iran across the 


Gulf. They are among the richest 
countries in the Arab World but; 
with a total population of less than 
15 million. 

The impetus -for the connciFs 
formation and its -increasing co- 
ordination of foreign policy and 
defence matters was mainly con- 
cern over the Gulf s security in the 
wake of the Iranian revolution in 
197y. the outbreak of the Gulf 
war between Iran and Iraq in 198(1 
and other tensions in the area. 

Saudi Arabia, whose armed for- 
ces are by far the largest of the sue. 
last month announced the S4 bil- 
lion arms deal with France which 
Saudi Defence and Aviation Min- 
ister Prince Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz 
said included weapons yet unused 
by the French Armed Forces. 

The deal, covering sop- 
histicated air defence equipment, 
underlined Saudi Arabia's desire 
to achieve its top defence priority 
of tight air-defences, one Arab 
diplomat said. 

He said air defence became the 
top priority after Israeli warplanes 


flew unopposed through Saudi 
airspace on their way to bomb an 
Iraqi nuclear plant. in Baghdad in. 
19$I. 

But despite Riyadh's - div- 
ersification of its arms sources, he 
added. Saudi Arabia remained 
largely dependent on Washington 
for long-term strategic co- 
operation. 

At present. Airborne Warning 
And Control System (AWACS) 
aircraft on loan from Washington , 
to the Saudi government fly over 
the Gulf to give advance warning 
of any external threats. 

The kingdom is expected to 
take delivery in 1 986 of the first of 
five AWACS it bought in 1981 to 
replace the borrowed radar pla- 
nes. under an SR. 5 billion deal 
which also includes eight in-flight 
refuelling tankers. 

Saudi Arabian officios said Bri- 
tain offered to sell thjfe kingdom a 
wide variety of weajXJrfs during a 
visit to Riyadh last wqek by British. 
Defence Secretary Michael Hes- 
eltine. ) 


Diplomats said the Saudis 
would be most interested in the 
British Challenger tank to, com- 
pensate for Bonn's refusal' to sell ’ 
them 1R0 of thfi fast ‘arid heavily- 
armed Leqpard-2 tanks!. " 

' Kuwait, "shaken last December 
by a wave of bomb attacks which 
left six dead and many injured, has 
announced plans for what is off- 
icially described as a“ land and sea 
security belt." 

Kuwait has sent coastguards to 
West Germany for training to str- 
engthen its small navy. Kuwaiti 
officials said this was intended to 
protect the country against "inf-, 
ilfratofs". a terra used after the : 
December attacks for which 25 
Iraqis. Lebanese and others go on 
trial this weekend. 

Gulf states have also stepped up 
military co-operation, with calls to 
co-ordinate arms purchases. Dip- . 
ioraats say priorities include inc- 
reasing interchangeability of 
ammunition between Gulf forces 
and greater co-ordination of early 
warning systems. 


Squadrons from the Saudi and. 
Kuwait Air Forces have just 
ended their second joint exercises 
in three months! and Waipl^nea 
from' Oman and the UAE started 
joihf exercises this week! Major 
aerial manoeuvres involvings)] six' 
Gulf states are planned in Bahrain 
later this year. 

Last October, ground units 
from the six states held theif first 
joint manoeuvres in the UAE.'and 
plans are under way to expand the 
Gulf Rapid Deployment Edttx. 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait 
and Oman have earmarked 
battalion-strength units and Bah- 
rain and Qatar company-size con- 
tingents for the force, according to 
diplomatic sources. . 

Bahrain's chief of staff. Bri-. 
gadier Sheikh Kbalifa Ibn Ahmad 
Al-Khalifa. told the Gulf news : 
agency last week that Golf states 
were considering new weapons far 
the joint force. 

He gave no details, but <3 ulf off- 
icials say moves are afoot w_«t up 
an independent arms industry- . 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


Sports CKy. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-l p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


* “Orientalists'' original paintings, at 
the Alia Art Gallery. 


Popular Lift of Jordan Murom: 1UI) to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - S.UU p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airpon, tel (OSl 53250 , . 
53070, 53082, 53171, where it should 
always be verified. 


21^0 ....... Bangkok (RJ) 

21*0.. Baghdad. London (BA) 

OOHtt — Cairo (MS) 


EMERGENCIES 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


FILM 


Local sdl/buy rates m fib 


SERVICE CLUBS 


ARRIVALS 


Belgian franc 664V 

Dutch guilder 121 S 


“ “Airplane" starts at the American 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre TeL 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Am Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.C.A. 

Y.\ VMJK. 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
University of Jordan Library 


661 026' 7 
.... 44371 

41520 

36147-8 
... 37009 
41993 
.... 44203 
24049 
... 39777 
. 665195 
. 667181 
... 41793 
.. 664251 
... 36111 
843555 


Lions Amman Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Tyche 
Hotel. 1 .30 p.m. 

Hoi PbSadetphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott HoteL 1 JO p.m. 
PMuMp Ma Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary CM. Meetings every Tuesday 
al the Intercontinental HoteL 2.00 p.m. 
Royal AutomobSe Chib. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL R1526I. 


CHURCHES 


MUSEUMS 


Horizons and New Products I7&9 Spe- 
cial English News and Features 18*1 


dal English News and Features 18*0 
News 18:10 International Viewpoints 
1&30 Music USA Standards 29*0 News 
1M0 Critic's Choice 19d0 Special Eng- 
lish News and Features 20*0 News 
28:10 Sunday Report 


PoUore Mnsmn c Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jeraah. (4th to 18th 
centuries!. The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
P-m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan, gwrOai iliglulMoaen; Hasan 
exc el l e nt collection of the aariquiti of 
Jordan. Jabal Al OaTa (Citadel HiD). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a_m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a. m. 
4.00 pjn.i. Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gaiety: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries nsi a 
collection at paintings by !9ih Centurv 
orientalist artists. Mumazah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: HLUU a.m. 
1«30 P-m. and 330 p.m. - 6.UU p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 301 2 
Manyn' Memorial (MBtary MmoJ: 
Collection of Duhtary memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 


Si. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic! 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Chnreb of the Amranrfattoo (.Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 3744u, 

Be la Safe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church o t the Anatmdation (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

Aa0icaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 

■ Armenian CathnBc Church Ashrafieh. 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox ) 
Ashrafieh. 71751. 

Amman Intentional Chinch tinier- 
denominational): meets 4i Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, 663249. 
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Egyptian guinea 32K 325 J 


French franc 44 .4/ 44.7 

Iraqi dinar 369 J/ 375.7 

Italian lire (for 100) 7221 22.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 160.1/ 161.1 

Kuwaiti dinar 127$/ 1281 

Lebanese lira 61.8/ 64.2 

■Omani riyal 108<y 1085 

Qatari riyal 102.7/ 103.2 

Saudi riyal 106.9/ 1073 

Swedish crown 46 2! 463 


Ambulance 193.751 11 

Firsaud, fire, police 199 

Blood bank 75121 

CSvO Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue _ — 192,21111.37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 71125-8 

Queen Alia lot. Airpon > (08) 53333 


Dr. Adel Dabdoub 
Al pharmacy ' — 
Grand Andrian pharmacy 

Khaled pharmacy 

Sbakshir pharmacy 

A) Jihad pharmacy 


,__780fi5 

36730 

'. 23171 

—669448 
_ 669495 
71547 


Vinecia taxi ; 

Mibyar nri 

Shmeisani Bri 

Asem taxi 

Jordan »«i 
Amman taxi 


_^44584 
^.445M 
"665294 
•L 844503 
_ ,330» 


HOSPITALS 


Swiss franc 167.9/ 168.9 


Syrian lira 55.1/ 56.1 

UAE dirham 102/ HXL6 

UJC sterling pound — 531 .4/ 534.6 

U-S. dollar 375/ 377 


W. German mark 136.8/ 137.6 


WEATHER 


Hnsseia Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
Khafidi Maternity, J. Amman 44281-4 
Akfleb Maternity, J. Amman - 42441 

Jabal Amman Malernhy 42362 

M a i h a s , J. Amman 36140 

Pa le s tin e. Shmeisani 664171-4 

ameiuni Hospital . — 669131 

University Hospital 84584$ 

Dar Al-SfaJfrt, J. Hussein 667158 

AI-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali .!!.„ 6&S292 

Al-Abh. Abdali 

ttifiam_ Ai-Mithajreen 77101-3 

Al-Bashrr, J. Ashrafieh 751 1 1 

Army, Marita 91611 


IRKD - 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baker ^.74 

Al Sharp pharmacy - - . 75 


ZAJtQA: 

Dr. A zam Al Madam 
A] Hi Irma pharmacy 


GENERAL 


BuOam supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


NIGHT DUTY 


DEPARTURES 


PRAYER TIMES 


“■j* - Cairo (RJ) 

"J™® Aqaba (RJ) 

177:40 Damascus. Paris (AFl 

.....Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam. New York (RI) 

Cairo (RJ) 

J?-** — Riyadh. Dhahran ISV> 

J*®* — - Cairo (MS) 

Jr”! - Tripoli (LN) 

“it! Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah (SV» 

Kuwait. Dhahran OU) 


A drop la temperature is expected. Clo- 
uds win appear at different altitudes, 
with scattered showers, particularly in 
the northern part of the country. Winds 

will be southwesterly moderate to fresh. 
In Aqaba, h win be bi2y, with northerly 

moderate to fresh winds, and 
will be becoming rough. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Hteham Aba Aeqoub 93122 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism 

Hotel complaints 

Price complaints ! 

Telephone: 

Information 

Jordan and Middle East caB 

Overseas cafe 

Cable or lelegram 
Repafr service : 


3 all m u ;i ci 


- Fair 

06:22 (Sunrise) Shurue 

2" - 

J?” 

1&44 ‘!aha 


22 fcddab (RJ) 

— Bahrain. Doha (RJj 



lAla UVI 

25 - Damascus (RJ) 

- Abu Dhabi 1 RJ) 

IS Cairo (RJ, 

Cam, (MS) 

15 — * - Dubai. Mucui (RJ) 


Low I high temperature tn deg.C. 

A m man 8/1J 

Aqaba — 15/2 4 

Deserts 7/20 

Jonlm V«ney \\a\ 


Yesterday’ s high temperatures: 


Afman 19. Aqaba 28. Humidity 1 
dmp: Amm an 23 per cent, Aqaba 20 


per cart. 


Omon (dry ) 
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Localisation of foreign 
banks to be two-staged, 
say banking sources 


£o the c, 
t'Jer ttk 14 

“"'fl 

^att, 

^udaj 

-,,d swntoihff 
*. sr\ A ^ 


mceri 


iron) iti 

'■ ‘■•‘'uii * 

■ conj ice* 
.sv»t:S, ^ 

? :Tl.ir: znJ ihr L-S 

!u3 

s,-.> j-. 
h; 3 vr^r 

!’l- •rzk.-r*:- 

iri’urjsruatfs 
? ••'■ • I. tr 
V-^iYsU 

r Ji' 
isr-vnrncnai: 

• • t rr-: for;; £ 
;j:.; s-ar:* 

, X £ 

'.".■ •.r 

a!:! J. IOiO «K" 
*eifc 

, r ; jj;:a£K* fe 

■ I. • ■VkJslJfcS' 


•: .••■sc** 

Ant 1 *-"' ?"*** 
n*iar2JC* 

; -VjrrJC' 

; riaT*!* 


... AN 5 tie 


a- «** 

ir ^ 


. r - f>- 




1cE£ 


By Sabuneh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Time* Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — After studying the 
issue of Jordanising foreign banks 
»n Jordan according to the gov- 
ernment’s recent edict to compel 
foreign banks in the Kingdom to 
restructure - their equity sha- 
reholding to reflect 51 per cent 
Jordanian ownership, the Central 
Bank of Jordan has decided to 
carry out the process in two stages, 
banking sources said here Sat- 
urday. 

Sources said the first stage to be 
implemented in IS months will 
include the Egyptian Arab Land 
Bank, the Lebanese A! Mashrek 
Bank, and Britain's Grindlays 
Bank and the British Bank of the 
Middle East. 

The second stage, beginning 
mid-lyH5. will cover Iraq's Raf- 
idain Bank.- the Luxembourg- 
based Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International, and Citibank 
and Chase Manhattan Bank of the 
U.S. 

Each foreign bank will have 



Mohammad Nab nisi 


three to four months in which to 
apply the edict. The banks have 
also been told to notify the Central 
Bank .by March 31 how and when 
they intended to implement the 
procedures. 

At a press conference last 
month. Central Bank governor. 
Dr. .Mohammad Sa’id Nabulsi. 
said the government would not 
interfere with the manner in which 
the banks change their equity str- 
ucture within the coming three 
years, beyond requiring that at 
least 25 per cent of the value of 
any new shares issued be offered 
in a genera] public share float. 

Bankers interviewed by the 
Jordan Times said they would 
study the situation and decide on 
the most appropriate response, 
either to comply with the reg- 
ulations and maintain a minority 
shareholding, perhaps also with a 
management contract to continue 
to oversee the operations of the 
banks, or to sell out their shares 
completely and terminate their 
presence in Jordan. 

The government has told banks 
they will lose their licences unless 
they implement the Dec. 27 edict 
within the three years. AH Jor- 
danian banks have been asked to 
raise their capital to JD 5 million 
by the end of 1 9K4. and. when the 
foreign banks become locally 
owned, they must also have a min- 
imum capital of JD 5 million. 

On the expansion of the equity 
of Jordanian banks. Dr. Nabulsi 
said he did not expect the enl- 
argement of banks to result in an 
"over capacity” in the banking 
sector as had happened in the ins- 
urance sector in recent years. 



Insurance sector to be 
re-organised, says Anani 




Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat chairs a meeting or the Higher Agricultural Council Saturday at which was 
discussed fruit growing and wheat production in the highland areas (Petra photo) 

Agricultural council discusses fruit 
trees, highland wheat production 


W. German research body 
congratulated by Hassan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Planting fruit 
trees in southern Jordan was 
among the major topics discussed 
by the Higher Agricultural Cou- 
ncil which met here Saturday 
under the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister Ahmad 'Obeidat. 

The council, meeting at the 
prime ministry, heard a report on 
fruit tree growing in the highland 
areas and the establishment of a 
co-operative society for the pro- 
duction of appl es in the Shobak 
region. 

A committee was set up at the 
meeting to help establish the 
co-operative society comprising 
representatives of ific Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Water Aut- 
hority. 

The council also reviewed a 
report on wheat production in the 
eastern regions of the country, and 


an experimental project for gro- 
wing wheat at Wadi AJ Disi in the 
south, and in A1 Duleil and H-4 
areas in the north east. 

The prime minister urged those 
concerned to speed up the est- 
ablishment of a grain council 
which is to be established under 
the chairmanship of Agriculture 
Minister Mohammad Bashir and 
which will be entrusted with deb- 
ating ail policies concerned with 
the production and consumption 
of grain in Jordan. 

The council also heard a report 
on the establishment of a com pany 
to process and market agricultural 
products. The projected company 
will hold a meeting on Feb. 1 7 to 
elect a board and to handle several 
urgent issues. 

The prime minister requested 


AMMAN (J.T.J — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has sent a message of con- 
gratulations to the president of the 
West German Federal Agency for 
Geosciences and Raw Materials 
(BGR). Professor Bender, on the 
‘occasion of the 25 th anniversary 
ceremony of BGR in Hanover on 
Feb. 6. 19N4. 

BGR's activities are well known 
in'Jordari and the agency has con- 
tributed to research and . dev- 
elopment projects in the Kin- 
gdom. • \ 

At the ceremony, Volkmar 
Kohler, parliamentary, state sec- 
retary at the federal ministry for 
economic cooperation, praised 
the achievements of the agency in 
helping Third World countries. 

Mr. Kohler said since the fed- 
eral republic began providing pub- 
lic sector development aid. the 
agency had assisted numerous 
Third World countries in dev- 
eloping their resources, enabling 
them independently to explore 
and exploit their natural res- 
ources. 

Mr. Kohler indicated that Ger- 
man development aid would har- 
dly be conceivable today without 
the agency’s activities. The gro- 
wing number of requests from all 
over the world for projects in coo- 
peration with the agency were 
proof of this. Mr. Kohler said. 

He went on to stay that the age- 


ncy’s achievements received just 
as much recognition from the gov- 
ernment of the Federal Rertuhlu* 
of Germany as they did from the 
partner countries. 

The agency’s cooperation with 
the ministry of economic coo- 
peration. responsible for dev- 
elopment policy matters. Mr. 
Kohler said, had been extremely 
positive over the years and would 
be continued. Thus far, the gov r 
eminent of the Federal Republic 
of Germany has provided a total 
of more than 1.4 billion 
Deutsch-maxks for geological and 
mining projects in developing 
countries. 

Of this amount, more than DM 
440 million have been used for 
projects carried out by BGR. 

The agency currently employs 
more than 50 people under full- 
time. long-term contracts in more 
than 30 countries of the Third 
World. A large number of short- 
term staff are used in addition to 
this. 

The agency’s development pol- 
icy work includes the production 
of mineral raw materials, oil. nat- 
ural gas, geological studies and 
advisory services, prospecting and 
exploration of mineral deposits, 
hydrogeological studies, the est- 
ablishment and improvement of 
geological services and con- 
sultancy services for mining aut- 
horities in developing countries. 


Yarmouk hospital will increase range 
of medical specialisations, says dean 


AMMAN (J.T.J — Yarmouk 
University hospital, scheduled to 
be established on the permanent 
site of the university, will greatly 
contribute to changing the health 
and medical situation in Jordan, 
according to the dean of the Fac- 
ulty of Me‘didn'4 at' (he University. 
Dr. Sa’d Hijazi. Dr. Hijazi also 
pointed out that this hospital will 
include all types of medical spe- 
cialisations. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
danian Arabic daily newspaper Al 
Ra’i. Dr. Hijazi said that “this 
modern hospital will be one of the 
best and most advanced hospitals 
in the region.” It will include rare 
medical specialisations and will 
comprise five medical complexes 
in addition to the main hospital 
building. 

The main building will include 
the faculties of medicine and den- 
tistry as well as sections for gen- 
eral health, paramedical sciences 
and nursing, in addition to a spe- 
cial department for phy- 
siotherapy. Dr. Hijazi added. 

The hospital will provide med- 
ical services to all the inhabitants 
of the country and will also receive 
patients from various Arab cou- 


ntries in return for fees to be fixed 
by the hospital. Dr. Hijazi said. 

Talking about the criteria for 
accepting students at the Faculty 
of Medicine, the dean affirmed 
that the number of students will be 
limited at the beginning. This is a 
deliberate policy, he said, aimed at 
concentrating on teaching to turn 
our highly trained physicians. 

Therefore, he added, the num- 
ber of students which will be acc- 
epted at the’ faculty will not be as 
high as might be expected. Adm- 
ission will be based on the stu- 
dent’s general average in the Gen- 
eral Secondary Certificate (7Vnv- 
jihi) and on an evaluation of his 
personality based on an interview. 

The faculty will open to the first 
batch of students from the beg- 
inning of September, according to 
Dr. Hijazi. who added that the 
faculty of Medicine will be tra- 
nsformed from a traditional fac- 
ulty to a well-developed one that 
puts an emphasis on postgraduate 
studies and continuing medical 



Dr. Sa’d Hijazi 


Abjdul Jaber, U.N. head 
discuss mission’s visit 


Soviet Union mourns late leader 


(Continned from page 1) 

tipped to varying degrees by Wes- 
tern analysts as possible suc- 
cessors. 

Some Western diplomats rea- 
cted sceptically to the naming of 
Monday as leadership selection 
day, saying it could be deliberate 
disinformation and the choice 
could come sooner. 

But informed East European 
sources- said Soviet bloc leaders 
had been asked by Moscow not to 
begin arriving for the funeral until 
Monday afternoon as high-level 
welcoming delegations would not 
be available until that time. 

Non-communist bloc leaders 
expected in Moscow for the fun- 
eral included United States 
Vice-President George Bush, who 
also represented Washington at 
Mr. Brezhnev’s burial. Presidents 
Zia UI Haq of Pakistan and 
. Mauno Koivisto of Finland. Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl of West 
Germany and Prime Ministers 
Margaret Thatcher of Britain and 
Olof Palme of Sweden (See story 
on page 8). 

. Messages of condolences pou- 
red in from around the world as 
other governments decided their 
level of representation. 

• The Western press generally 
wrote off Mr. Andropov as a tra- 
nsitional leader who had not had 
enough time to make his mark on 
Soviet policies and they expressed 
hopes for improved East-West 
relations under his successor. 

_ ; As condolence messages pou- 
red into the Kremlin from foreign 
capitals, Swedish Prime Minister 
Olof Palme and Finnish President 
Mauno Koivisto joined national. 


leaders preparing to attend Mr. 
Andropov’s funeral. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher will attend the fun- 
eral of Soviet President Y uri And- 
ropov in Moscow on Tuesday, it 
was announced Sunday. 

Mrs. Thatcher, who made an 
ice-breaking visit to Hungary last 
week, win be accompanied by Bri- 
tish Foreign Secretary Sir Geo- 
ffrey Howe, the announcement 
from her office added. 

Mrs. Thatcher, once dubbed the 
“iron lady” by the Soviet press for 
her uncompromising stance on 
East-West issues, has recently 
expressed a desire to improve con- 
tacts between the two superpower 
blocs. 

Chinese leaders expressed deep 
condolences to the Soviet Union 
on Saturday over the “unf- 
ortunate death” of Mr. Andropov 
and said they hoped for improved 
relations with their communist 
neighbour. 

. A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said there was no 
immediate word on which Chinese 
leader would attend Mr. And- 
ropov’s funeral. 

African leaders paid tribute to 
Mr. Andropov as a great leader 
■and a revolutionary and mourned 
his death after a short period m 
office as a tragedy. 

Reagan recalls past 

In his weekly radio address 
from Santa Barbara. California. 
Mr. • Reagan Saturday recalled 
how the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
had joined forces to defeat Nazi 
Germany in World War II and 


said Americans and Russians had 
never fought each other. 

“ If the Soviet government want 
peace, then there will be peace.” 
he declared. 

Mr. Reagan did not suggest a 
summit between himself and Mr. 
Andropov's as yet unnamed suc- 
cessor. 

But he hoped that Mr. Bush 
would have a chance to meet the 
new Soviet leader. 

Mr. Reagan decided Friday agar 
inst attending the funeral. 

He said Mr. Bush would be acc- 
ompanied at the ceremony in 
Moscow by Senate Republican 
leader Howard Baker and Arthur 
Hartman. U.S. ambassador in 
Moscow. 

U.S.-Soviet relations came 
under heavy strain when a Soviet 
jet shot down a South Korean air- 
liner last September, killing 269 
people. 

In November the Soviet Union 
walked out of Geneva talks on lim- 
iting medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles after the installation of new 
U.S. missiles in Europe. 

Moscow also left separate 
long-range missile reduction talks 
(START) last December without 
setting a date for resumption. 

Mr. Reagan noted Saturday 
that Mr. Andropov, whom he 
never met during the Soviet lea- 
der’s 15 months io power, had 
been totally absent from public 
view for nearly six months so his 
death did not come as a shock to 
the world. 

“Nevertheless, the importance 
of the U.S.-Soviet relationship 
makes his passing away a time for 
reflection on where that rel- 
ationship is heading.’’ he said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour Tayseer Abdul Jaber Sat- 
urday discussed with the director 
of the regional office of the United 
Nations Centre for Human Set- 
tlements in Amman. AJi Shabou. a 
number of topics related to the 
task of a U.N. mission scheduled 
to visit Jordan shortly. 

The mission's visit is aimed at 


gathering information about the 
Israeli settlements in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber also Saturday 
discussed with Indian Amb- 
assador in Amman. Pyare Lai San- 
toshi ways of strengthening co- 
operation between the two cou- 
ntries in the field of labour mig- 
ration. 


LA flights start March 3 


AMMAN (J.T.J — Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, plans to 
provide a twice-weekly direct ser- 
vice from Los Angeles and Chi- 
cago to Amman starting March 3. 
’19X4. 

To prepare for the occasion. 
Alia is dispatching its folklore tro- 
upe to Los Angeles and Chicago 


to present variety shows of Jor- 
danian folklore an. The troupe 
will present dabke. a national 
dance and Jordanian songs and 
music during their 1 D-day tour. 

Alia will be the first Middle Eas- 
tern air carrier to serve Los Ang- 
eles and the first Middle Eastern 
airline to operate a route so far 
from home base. 


Khammash’s paintings 
score success in Bombay 


BOMBAY (J.T.J — The Jor- 
danian artist Amraar K ham mash, 
who has already established a 
name for himself among an- 1 overs 
in the Middle East, has added ano- 
ther international show to his cre- 
dit. 

From Dec. 27, 19X3. until Jan. 
2. jy«4. the Taj Art Gallery in 
Bombay. India showed a selection 
of his water colours and oil pai- 
ntings, which met with an ent- 
husiastic response from the public 
and an scene, a spokesman for the 
gallery said. 

The show was visited by a large 
crowd, among them students from 


the Bombay School of Arts and 
the dean of the Faculty of An 
there. “This exhibition is a new 
experience for the city of Bom- 
bay”, and “ 1 have learnt a lot from 
this exhibition'' were some of the 
spontaneous responses, the spo- 
kesman said. 

The Indian Express newspaper 
review said: “What immediately 
draws one's attention are his eno- 
rmous, mural-Hke. multi-section 
canvases boldly depicting his imp- 
ressions of an American sup- 
ermarket. in his water colours of 
the Jordanian countryside. Kha- 
mmash shows remarkable depth 
and maturity.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism Jawad AI Anani announced here Saturday 
that the government Is going to re-organise the ins- 
urance sector in Jordan in view of its importance and 
- the protection it offers to various sectors In the cou- 
ntry’s economy. 


the director-general of the Jordan 
Co-operative Organisation, Has- 
san Nabulsi. to cany out the nec- 
essary contacts with countries that 
produce potato seeds to purchase 
sufficient quantities for dis- 
tribution to local farmers. 

Also it was decided that tomato 
paste processing factories in the 
Central Jordan Valley region will 
open Tuesday to receive surplus 
tomatoes from local producers for 
processing. 

The purchase price of these 
tomatoes will be announced Sun- 
day. 

Attending the meeting were 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Int- 
erior Minister Suleiman Arar. Mr. 
Bashir. Minister of Supply Ibr- 
ahim Ayyoub and other members 
of the agricultural council. 


The minister, speaking at the 
opening of a three-day conference 
on “Engineering Insurance" at . 
the Holiday Inn here, called on 
insurance companies operating in 
Jordan to give due consideration 
to engineering insurance in order 
to cover risks that ensue in the 
process of installing industrial ins- 
truments and equipment. 

The insurance sector in Jordan 
has played a major role in pro- 
viding security and protection for' 
institutions involved in production 
and services in different fields, the 
minister said. 

One of the fields that insurance 


Delegates 
to refugees 
conference 


depart 


education. 

It will also be a very flexible fac- 
ulty in terms of its programmes in 
order to adapt to the changing 
needs of society. 

The faculty will teach and train 
paramedical staff from J ordan and 
other Arab countries. Dr. Hijazi 
concluded. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s del- 
egation to a conference of Arab sta- 
tes hosting Palestinian refugees in 
Tunis wiD submit two working 
papers on the effect of Israel's set-' 
tie meat policies in the occupied 
Arab regions and the general con- 
dhionsof Arabs under Israeli rule. 

This was announced here Sat- 
urday coinciding wfth the dep- 
arture for Tunis of the three- 
member delegation led by Ass- 
istant Under-Secretary at the Min- 
istry of Occupied Territories Aff- 
airs Usama Tahbonb. 

Topics at the three-day meeting, 
to take (dace at the Arab League 
headquarters, cover the situation 
in the occupied Arab lands and 
Israel’s drive to re-locate Pal- 
estinian refugee camps in the occ- 
upied regions. 

Countries taking part in the 
meeting due to open Monday are 
Jordan, Syria, and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation as well as 
representatives from the Arab 
League office. 

Exhibition 
aims at 
boosting trade 
with Egypt 

AMMAN (J.T.J — The Jordanian 
government will hold an exh- 
ibition of manufactured goods in 
the Egyptian capital of Cairo at 
the end of May. according to a 
repon in Lhe Jordanian Arabic 
daily newspaper Al Ra'i. 

This is aimed at promoting 
trade between the two countries, 
in accordance with a trade pro- 
i tocol signed between Jordan aod 
Egypt last December. 

Egypt is also expected to hold a 
similar exhibition of Egyptian 
products in Amman later this 
year. 

Work begins 
on third 
satellite 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Work has air- i 
eady begun on setting up Jordan' s | 
third ground satellite com- j 
m unications station in the Beka’a i 
area, according to a Tel- I 
ecomm unications Corporation 
(TCCJ spokesman who was quo- '• 
ted Saturday by the Jordanian 
daily Al Ra’i. 

The new satellite station will be 
linked to the Arab Satellite (Ara- 
bsat) the work of which focus on 
the exchange of television pro- 
grammes among Arab League 
countries, the TCC spokesman 
added. 

Work on this station is expected 
to be completed before the end of 
this year. 1 


Bahrain 

educationalists 

arrive 

AMMAN (Petra) — An edu- 
cational delegation from Bahrain 
arrived here Saturday on a six-day 
visit to Jordan. 

The delegation members will 
tour a number of educational ins- 
titutions and study their activities. 
They will also visit tourist and arc- 
haeological sites in the country. 

The delegation comprises L2 
female school social workers. 


companies should cover is public 
buddings to insure residents aga- 
inst the risk of collapse, cracking, 
and general damage, the minister 
added. 

The conference was organised 
by the Jordan Association of Ins- 
urance Companies (JAIC) in coo- 
peration with the Arab Insurance 
Federation (AJF). whose del- 
egates made speeches at the ope- 
ning session. 

AIF Secretary-General Moh- 
ammad Nabulsi said that Amman 
was chosen as the site for the con- 
ference because Jordan's ins- 
urance market has lately wit- 


nessed major developments while 
the insurance sector receives gov- 
ernment’s strong support. 

JAIC President Ra’ouf Abu 
Jaber told the opening session that 
the association strives to improve 
its insurance services and this con- 
ference was one step towards ach- 
ieving that goal. 

Engineering insurance, he said, 
has become one of the most imp- 
ortant types of insurance in a 
modern world which has recently 
witnessed huge construction sch- 
emes. Mr. Abu Jaber said. 

Taking pan in the meetings are 
representatives of insurances 
companies and insurance experts 
from Jordan. Iraq. Britain. Fra- 
nce, West Germany. Sweden and 
Syria. 

Attending the opening session 
was Mr. Radi Ibrahim, head of 
insurance services at the Ministry 
of Industry. Trade and Tourism. 


Five to contest election 
for engineers’ president 

AMMAN (J.T.J — Nominations private sector while candidates for 
for the Jordanian Engineers Ass- the post of deputy president need 
ociation (J£A) official posts were only to have been registered with 
closed Thursday, according to a the associations for ten years, 
report in the Arabic daily new- Twenty-two candidates are con- 

spaper Sawt Al Sha'ab. testing the JEA's seven seats 

five candidates are standing for which are divided into the con- 
the post of president and they are: stituencies of: Civil engineering. 
Laith ShbeilaL the current pre- architectural engineering, ele- 
sident. Ibrahim Abu Ayyash an ctrical engineering, mechanical 
ex-president. Ahmad Hamzah Al engineering, chemical eng- 
Arabi. Akram Far? Abbasi and Peering, and mines and mining. 
Khaled AI Nijdawi. Nominations for the new ass- 

There are also five' candidates ociation council opened the Fri- 
for the post of deputy president day before last, 
and they are: Michael Missinnat The general assembly of the 
an ex-president. Rawhi Al Sharif JEA will hold its annual regular 
the current deputy president, meeting Friday to discuss the fin- 
Abdullah Hamarneh. Nai'm ancial and administrative .eports 
Tu’ mah and Mr. Fayez Al Rabadi. and to approve them. 

Candidates for the post of the If it is quorate the elections will 
president must have been mem- take place otherwise the general 
bers of the association for ten assembly's meeting will be pos- 
years and should be working in the tponed until Feb. 24. 


Identity card priority 
to favour eligible voters 


AMMAN (Petra J — Pirority in 
issuing identity cards will be given 
to those who are over 2H years of 
age so as to facilitate their taking 
part in the forth coming by- 
election. according to Civil Reg- 
istration Department Director 
Rifa'i AI Hazaimeh. He added 
that it takes two weeks to issue 
such identity cards. 

Mr. Hazaimeh has instructed 
directors of his department's bra- 
nches around the country to issue 
identity cards and family reg- 
istration books to the public and to 
refrain from referring those late in 
obtaining them to court until 
March 12. the date set for' by- 


elections on the East Bank. 

. Meanwhile. ‘ Saturday was the 
last date for objections against the' 
voters lists for the coming by- 
election. 

The objections have been han- 
dled by- the magistrates courts in 
the country. 

The heads of committees at var- 
ious registration centres will now 
take measures to amend their lists 
in accordance with the court rul- 
ings. a spokesman for the Ministry 
of Interior said. 

The ministry, he added, will aft- 
erwards receive the amended lists 
of voters participating in the by- 
elections. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Pharmacists conference slated for April 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — The Jordanian Pharmacists Association 1 J PA ) 
is organising a three-day pharmaceutical conference in April at 
which a host/)f Arab and foreign pharmacists and representatives 
from pharmaceutical industries will take part, according to JPA 
President Ghaleb Sabbarini. The JPA is also organising an exh- 
ibition of pharmaceutical products manufactured by local and 
foreign firms to be held throughout the duration of the conference 
which will be held at the Professional Association Complex in 
Amman. Mr. Sabbarini said. 

Taher meets Moroccan mining officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two officials from the Moroccan Ministry of 
Mining conferred here Saturday with Thabet AI Taher, director- 
general of the Arab Mining Company (Armico) on Moroccan 
mining projects in which Armico is participating. An Armico 
spokesman said that the company has shares in the capital of 
Morocco's zinc, silver and lead mines. 

Four die in road crashes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Four people were killed and 74 others were 
injured in a total of 1X4 road accidents which occurred in Jordan 
over the past week. A spokesman for the Public Security Dep- 
artment said that in Amman 121 accidents took place. The rest 
were in Amman suburbs 19, Zaxqa 3, Irbid 3. and in Karak. 
Ma’an, Aqaba, and Badia a total of IX. 

IDB grants over JD 56,000 in loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
granted craftsmen 17 loans amounting to JD 56.600 duripg Jan- 
uary. Amman area and the suburbs received 47.1 per cent of the 
loans while Madaba, Karak and TafDa regions got 23.5 per cent. 
Irbid, Jerash and Ajloun regions obtained 23 .5 per cent and Salt. 
Makes and Fuheis received 5 .9 pec cent. The loans were prov ided 
to ti a nr*> various projects such as blacksmith workshops, alu- 
minium and carpentry workshops, bakeries, sewing centres and 
building materials factories, according to an IDB official. . 

Children’s exhibition fixed for Feb. 25 

AMMAN (Petra) — A second, one-week children’s exhibition is 
to be set up at the theatre of the Department of Culture and Arts 
on February 25. Director-General of the Department of Culture 1 
and Arts Hayder Mahmoud said that the exhibition is aimed at 
enriching the culture of Jordanian children. The department will 
hold a children’s exhibition every four months from now onwards, 
Mr. Mahmoud said. 
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U.S. plays with fire 


IT (5 not clear yet whether President Reagan’s decision last Tuesday 
to withdraw U.S. Marines from Beirut was an attempt to defuse 
mounting domestic pressure over his policies on Lebanon, or the 
president intended, as he implied in his ‘'redeployment** statement, to 
continue pushing his administration's objectives through an alt- 
ernative reliance on air and sea power. 

In fact, the U.S. president’s new strategy on Lebanon could be 
two-pronged. On the one hand, his decision to "redeploy" the Mar- 
ines could, in theory at (east, turn the tables against his political 
opponents at home, thus widening his re-election chances. And, on the 
other, the presence of American troops off the Lebanese coast, away 
from the direct area of battle but within artillery range from com- 
batants, could give him enough power to shoot at and threaten 
"enemy" positions, when the need arose. But. assuming that this is 
what Mr. Reagan was thinking when be took the decision to pull the 
Marines out of Beirut, what are his chances of success? What, in other 
words, is the likely outcome of the latest American move? 

To answer any question on the U.S. role in Lebanon, and be nee the 
Middle Fa«t, one has to look at the recent past of America’s physical 
involvement in the problem, starting with the dispatch of the Marines 
to Beirut in August of 1982 until this day. That story' being long, and 
Tor the most part told as well, there is only a fact or two to be 
mentioned and stressed. 

At the time President Reagan first sent the American contingent to 
Beirut, he assured his countrymen that “there is no intention or 
expectation that the U.S. armed forces will become involved in hos- 
tilities" there. The assurance, however, later turned out to be an 
undertaking, on the part of the U.5. president and his administration, 
to authorise “U.S. naval forces... to provide naval gunfire and air 
support against any units firing into greater Beirut from parts of 
Lebanon controlled by Syria, as well as against any units directly 
attacking American or \1NF (Multi-National Force) personnel and 
facilities/* 

President Reagan's undertaking amounts to a threat-, suggested 
Senator John Glenn of Ohio, who is also a contender for the U.S. 
presidency — a threat that would move the Americans from “an 
ill-defined mission in Lebanon to an undeclared war. " This is one fact. 

The other, and more depressing, fact is the Reagan adm- 
inistration's continued failure to understand the underlying political 
problem in Lebanon in particular, and the Middle Fast in general. We 
fail to see, for instance, how the U.S. president can be willing to extend 
his bad experience in Lebanon to the whole region, and how anybody 
will buy it. But again this is an issue that extends in scope and concern 
beyond the boundaries of American momentary decisions and con- 
siderations. 

For now. the pressing problem remains to be how to save Lebanon, 
its people and its territory. Certainly, the American shelling and 
bombing will not solve it; and America should know that it cannot play 
the role of the mediator when it is a combatant party to the conflict. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra f i: U.S.' dubious assumptions 


IN LIGHT of the balanced siance adopted by the Soviet L'nion towards the 
Arab cause, it is natural for Arabs to share feelings of sorrow with the Soviet 
people and government on the death of President Yuri Andropov. Although 
too early to guess the consequences of the “transformation stage" through 
which the Kremlin is passing up until the new Soviet President is elected and 
his style comes to light. NATO sources do not conceal their predictions that 
the Soviet decision-making will freeze until that stage is completed. Whether 
this prediction is correct or not is almost beside the point, its mere ann- 
ouncement is enough to spark off new fears about American attempts to try to 
increase their control over the Palestinian cause, and to resort to ever more 
extreme action in Lebanon of which the latest American naval shelling of 
Lebanese villages is but a forerunner. The airlifting out of American and 
European citizens from Lebanon confirms that Lebanon is about to witness a 
new build up of American pressure there. 

Undoubtedly, the American administration will have committed new even 
more dangerous errors to add to its previous ones if it is banking sorely on the 
emasculation of Soviet decision-making. It is obvious that the Arab rejection 
of American control over its causes and the strong Lebanese resistance to 
American practises there are feelings that can never freeze. 

In light of this conclusion, the American administration had better be wary. 
Otherwise, it might fall prey toerroneous predictions that will only worsen the 
situation in the region and lead to an even greater deterioration in America's 
reputation. 


Al Dustour: French move unmasks U.S. 


THE FRENCH proposal aimed at the return of the Lebanese crisis to the 
United Nations, being the only international body responsible for peace and 
security in the world, is the correct exit out of the present hurricane in 
Lebanon where the multinational force have failed to achieve any of its basic 
targets. The biner harvest of the United States efforts in Lebanon and the 
Middle East should act as a greater motivation to the international com- 
munity to refer the whole situation again to the United Nations which, as 
became clear through developments in the Lebanese crisis, is the only int- 
ernational body able not only to come up with possible solutions but also to 
provide an honourable exit for those who tried to impose their will on the 
area. 

The multinational force, which being led by America, became a rep- 
lacement for any role that the United Nations might have performed in 
Lebanon, has finally become the centre of strong public criticism and has 
proven merely a cover for an American role which envisaged Lebanon as a 
wide door to greater American influence in the region. Moreover, it was an 
open attempt to cover up for the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and to con- 
solidate it in the south of Lebanon, in the French proposal we see a realistic 
streak ia France’s foreign policy that deserves every support, and at the same 
time we see in such a proposal a loud announcement of the failure and futility 
of American policy in the region. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Time for Arab solution 


DURING THE last few days, a number of Lebanese personalities requested 
the Arab League to hold a private meeting in an attempt to Find a solution ro 
the Lebanese crisis in its present dangerous situation. The difference is that 
this request come after long years of Lebanese fighting and of favouring 
America for most roles in Lebanon. Through its envoys. America took over 
the role of the United Nations, the Arab League and even the Lebanese 
people who were supposed to express their opinion through negotiation 
between the warring factions without America’s planning and Israel 1 s acts of 
imposition. So. the road was closed to any Arab efforts to restore the idea of 
an Arab deterrent force. 

The real responsibility in Lebanon is still Arab, while (he Arabs have given 
the American proposals for Lebanon more than every chances of success. 
However. American policy in Lebanon deviated as usual under Israeli inf- 
luence to side with Israeli interests against those of Lebanon and the Arabs in 
general. 

Of course, we do not want America’s withdrawal from the battle leaving 
arms as the only judge over the fate of Lebanon, but we see in a possible 
cessation of American shelling, a possible start to rectifying the crisis and to 
giving an opportunity to the Arab League or other Arab mediators to try to 
bring peace. 


Local contractors deserve protection 


By Fahed Fanek 


‘ CONSTRICTION plays an 
important role in the Jordanian 
economy. Investments in con- 
struction works amount to over 
65 per cent of all capital exp- 
enditure incurred in the cou- 
ntry. Gross output of the con- 
struction sector reached JD 
350 million (M billion) in 
1982 . over 35 percent of which 
represents the net value added 
to the gross domestic product. 

Assuming that the average 
duration of construction pro- 
jects is two years from start to 
completion, then the price tag 
of all projects underway at any 
time must be around JD 700 
million (82 billion). 

It is estimated that more 
than 75 per cent of the above 
works — in value — are being 


undertaken by foreign con- 
tractors. mainly Korean. Chi- 
nese. Turkish, and European: 
while local contractors are con- 
tent with only one quarter of 
their domestic market, and 
confined to rather smaUscale 


projects. 

This situation is both unh- 
ealthy and unacceptable. The 
previous government realised 
the problem and issued a cir- 
cular No. 13. dated May 9. 
1 983. which was addressed to 
all related governmental bod- 
ies in support of local con- 
tractors. 

This circular served to hig- 
hlight not only the existence of 
the problem but also the need 
lo do something about it. Unf- 
ortunately. the circular cha- 


nged nothing, and public sector 
contracts continued to be awa- 
rded one after another to for- 
eign firms, even when the dif- 
ference of price was within the 
order of six per cent only 

It is hoped, therefore, that 
the new government will look 
seriously into the matter, and 
will give the local contractors 
more than lip service, by ban- 
ning non -Jordanian con- 
tractors. except in such cases 
where the works are so sop- 
histicated and advanced that 
local expertise cannot cope 
with it. 

The partial remedy in the 
form of government ins- 
tructions to foreign contractors 
to subcontract at least 20 per 
cent of the works to a local con- 


tractor. or to employ a min- 
imum of 2(J or 40 per cent of 
local manpower is a step for- 
ward. but is insufficient to solve 
the problem. 


Foreign contractors nat- 
urally import all production 
elements; managers, eng- 
ineers. labour, working mat- 
erial etc., for which we have to 
pay in hard currencies, res- 
ulting in a balance of payments 
deficit, which is in turn tra- 
nslated into continued attrition 
of our reserves. Even mac- 
hinery and equipment are bro- 
ught into the country by these 
firms on temporary entry basis, 
to avoid tax. 


ortunities to Jordanian eng- 
ineers. administrators, and 
workers: more use of local 
material and services, which 
has an incremental effect on 
the flow of income within the 
national economy. . 


Our local construction com- 
panies can. of course, use for- 
eign experts in the short term 
until we build up our national 
expertise which will be able not 
only to design and implement 
our projects, but will also be 
qualified to seek business id 
other Arab countries, gain for- 
eign exchange and earicb the 
Jordanian role in building and 
modernising the Arab World. 


desired and wise policy. Now ^ 
has become urgent m view.qf 
the glut in Jordanian engineer 
looking for jobs, and becaose 
our contractors have rccemhr 
lost major part of their market 
share in Iraq and Saudi Arabia, 
thus having to fall back oa their 
home market. It is only natural 
that they should be protected 
in their own domestic market. 


Using local contractors 
means more employment opp- 


Supporting local contracting 
companies has always been a 


Jordan's infant indusrry i& 
heavily protected m the dom- 
estic market notwithstanding 
the fact that both price and 
quality are not alw’ays superior 
to foreign products. Why sho- 
uld not we be able to extend 
some effective protection. to 
our national construction sec- 
tor? 



Beirut Marine pullout does not help 


Reagan’s election campaign much 


By David Nagy 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan's decision io transfer U.S. 
Marines from Beirut to offshore 
warships removes the political 
problem his aides feared most but 
still leaves Lebanon a festering- 
sore in his 1984 election cam- 


paign. 

Both Democratic and Rep- 
ublican criticsof America's role in 
Lebanon applauded the move but 
said it did not come soon enough 
or go far enough. 

Former Vice-President Waller 
Mondale, front-runner for the 
Democratic presidential nom- 
ination. commended Mr. Reagan 
but said the decision had come 
very late and showed that the pre- 
sident and his aides did not und- 
erstand the situation in Lebanon. 


Republican Senator Barry Gol- 
dwater. an old Reagan ally, also 
praised the withdrawal move. But 
he said he still feared America 
would become embroiled in war 
with Syria because of the con- 
tinued presence of U.S. ships and 
planes off Lebanon. 

The order to pull the 1.6i«)-man 
Marine force back to the safety of 
ships off the Lebanese coast will 
enable .Mr. Reagan's re-election 
aides to breath easier as the pre- 
sidential campaign heats up. 

But it remains to be seen how 
far Mr. Reagan’s decision to use 
U.S. ships and planes to attack 
forces firing into Beirut from 
Syrian-controlled areas of Leb- 
anon will expand America’s mil- 
itary involvement. 


Although Reagan and his aides 
have maintained all along that 
Lebanon policy must remain 
above politics, key advisers such 
as campaign chairman Senator 
Paul Laxalt and director Edward 
Rollins have said they regarded 
potential foreign crises — and 
Lebanon above all — as the pre- 
sident's Achilles heel. 

What they feared most, beyond 
any subtle issue of national sec- 
urity policy or patriotism, was the 
vulnerability of the Marines to 
another blood-letting such as the 
suicide bomb attack that killed 
24 1 members of the Beirut force 
last October. 

Mr. Reagan caught little pol- 
itical backlash from that disaster 
because of patriotic pride stirred 
by the simultaneous invasion of 
Grenada. But option polls show 
the public mood has changed. 

The most recent survey by ABC 
News found that about hi) per cent 
of the public disapproved of Mr. 
Reagan's Lebanon policy, thought 
he was generally too prone to res- 
ort to force in foreign policy, and 
wanted ihe Marines pulled out 
immediately. 

Other polls also showed the 
Marine presence in Lebanon was 
stoking a public fear of war into a 
major campaign issue. 

In that sense. Mr. Reagan's 
move adds up to a big political plus 
whether or not politics was a fac- 
tor. a‘nd a plus that probably out- 
weighs any drawbacks. 

But the president has not wri- 
ggled off the Lebanon hook by any 
means — some troubling que- 
stions quickly surfaced amid the 
general chorus of relief expressed 


in political circles. * 

Both the Republican Gol- 
dwaier and Democratic Senator 
John Glenn, a top Uondale rival 
in the opposition Democratic 
race, noted immediately that Mr. 
Reagan also had ordered air-sea 
strikes against Syrian-backed mil- 
itiamen if necessary to protect 
Beirut. 

“I don't think we should even 
be over there in a position to use 
the armaments we have on ships." 
\lr. Goldwater said." My fear is it 
will ultimately wind up with us in a 
shooting war". 

Mr. Glenn took the same view, 
saving he was glad the ground tro- 
ops were coming out but adding: 
“A condition of civil war exists 
and the United States ought not be 
in the middle of it. It would be a 
tragedy if we move from an ill- 
defined mission in Lebanon to an 
undeclared war." 

The Democrats will also mai- 
ntain attacks on the underlying 
policy that led Mr. Reagan to ass- 
ure the public, as recently as his 
State of the Union speech two 
weeks ago. that “we are making 
progress in Lebanon" and the 
Marines must stay. 

“This is further evidence that 
Lhey (the Reagan government? 
don’t know what they’re doing." 
Mr. vlondale said. 

Democratic Senator Joseph 
Biden gave another twist to the 
faint praise Mr. Reagan is likely to 
get from critics. 

“It was a bad decision l to send 
the Marines; in the first place." 
Mr. Biden said.“l think the pre- 
sident did the wisest thing and. 
although we do lose some face and 



some stature, ihe alternative of. 
slaying there is unacceptable." 

Mr. Reagan supporters can def- 
lect that line of criticism by poi- 
nting out that most Democrats in 
Congress voted Iasi year to let the 
president keep the viarines in Bei- 
rut for a further 1 8 months. 

Yet the ‘‘loss of face" comment 
even from a withdrawal supporter 
like Mr. Biden suggests it might 
now be more difficult for Mr. 
Reagan to take one of his proudest 
political boasts with quite the 
same vigour. 

In speech after speech. Mr. 
Reagan has been asserting that he 
has restored the United States to a 
position of Tespect as a nation that 
cannot be pushed around by its 
foes, as it was during the 1979-81 
Iran hostage crisis. 

That claim and the slogan that 
goes with it. “America is back and 
standing talT*. may now be open to 
partisan challenge. 


Surinam in search of a new identity 


By Bjorn EdJund 

Reuter 


PARAMARIBO — Surinam’s 
revolutionary leaders are sea- 
rching for a new' national identity, 
probing their country’s African 
and Asian roots as they try' to shed 
the heritage left by 3t«> years of 
Dutch colonial rule. 


The years after independence in 
1975 were marked by ethnic and 
religious rivalry. 

Bui Colonel Desi Bouterse. 
who seized power in 1 9S( i. aims to 
unite the 35 fU mo-strong pop- 
ulation made up mostly of people 
of jMrican. East Indian. Ind- 
onesian and Chinese origin. 

it is their past that his mov- 
ement is probing in its quest for a 
new identity peopled with new 
heroes. 


"These people." said a gov- 
ernment official. pointing at a man 
whose ancestors were escaped sla- 
ves. “they can tell us a lot about 
ourselves." 

The “wild coast” of northern 
South America was first settled in 
1651 by l.W»» Britons and 2,t«)i) 
African slavey who were later joi- 
ned by Dutch and Italian Jews 
along with Dutch settlers expelled 
from neighbouring Cayenne by 



the French. 

A Diuch force ovenan the set- 
tlement in 1667 and Britain agr- 
eed to cede the territory to the 
Netherlands in exchange for what 
is now New York City. 

“This country was always a 
half-way house." said a European 
resident here. “The slaves and 
later the workers produced the 
riches but like in all colonies, who 
they were didn't matter.” 

Most of those who got rich . 
moved on. The Asian indentured 
workers who replaced the African 
slaves when slavery was banned in 
I M 8 often left once iheir Id-year 
contracts expired. 

The country’ s search for a new 
identity has. meanwhile, begun 
with the language. 

The local Patois, based on the 
English of the escaped slaves. 
Dutch and Asian dialects, ori- 
ginally bore the derisive name of 
Taki-Taki stemming from the way 
“talk-talk" was said. 

Later named Creole English, 
and now Sranang Tongo — Sur- 
inamese — this is the language 
used by Bouterse in official spe- 
eches. Dutch remains the written 
language, but Surinamese say this 
may change. 

“We are adding some 5f»or loti 
new words per day to Sranang 


Tongo. from the whole range of 
our cultural input." said Carla 
Tuinfort. a promoter of Sur- 
inamese an - • Asian-stvle batiks 
and African wood carvings. 

The Surinamese are also sea- 
rching the past to build their own 
history. 

People now hailed as heroes inc- 
lude escaped slaves, who set up 
villages along ihe rivers out of 
reach from the Dutch and eve- 
ntually won a peace treaty of sorts 
from the colonial rulers. 

Among more recent heroes is 
Louis Doedel. who tried to org- 
anise the unemployed in the early 
1930's and was sent to an asylum 
by the Diuch governor. He died 
there 4u years later. 

Another. Anton de Kom was a 
Creole who married a Dutch 
woman and followed Doedel' s 
footsteps some years later. 

Expelled to the Netherlands, he 
wrote of the need to unite the cou- 
ntry's non-whites, 

“Perhaps I will succeed in mak- 
ing the people of Surinam und- 
erstand the hope and courage that 
lies in that mighty word i have lea- 
rnt abroad — organisation." de 
Kom wrote. “Only solidarity can 
unite all the children of mother 
Surinam to enforce a better life 
with dignity." 


He died in a German con- 
centration camp in World War 11 
after fighting in the Dutch anti- 
Nazi resistance, but some of his 
hopes have perhaps been fulfilled. 

“We are a Caribbean people, 
with a Caribbean identity." said 
Roy Adama. a vocational training 
instructor and union official. " We 
are now learning to live without 
having to feel bad about not being 
white." 

There is 3 tradition of racial 
mixing in Surinam. Chinese can be 
seen dancing the Caribbean Salsa, 
blacks and Indonesians eating Ind- 
ian curry and Javanese women in 
sarongs arm-in-arm with Eur- 
opean descendants, who make up 
some two per cent of the pop- 
ulation. 

“This has been the saving grace 
of Surinam, because this mixture 
means we cannot hate each 
other." said Tuinfort. 

The execution in December 
1 9S2 of 1 5 prominent people sus- 
pected of plotting a coup created 
deep cracks in society, though. 
Bouterse assumed responsibility 
for the killings, which he called 
“un-Surinamcse". 

About 2(Xi.(|fKi Surinamese left 
for the Netherlands after 1975. 
but those who stayed are urged to 
bury any lingering bitterness. 


Petition cails for 
reduction of U S. 
aid to Israel 


By Nabeel Abraham 


SINCE EARLY September a 
small group of dedicated vol- 
unteers has braved Michigan’s 
cold and dreary weather to cir- 
culate a petition among the res- 
idents of this college town (home 
of the University of Michigan). 
The petition, unprecedented in 
the history of American politics, 
calls for a reduction of economic 
aid to Israel. Calling themselves 
People for the Reduction of Aid to 
Israel l PRAI). the volunteers pai- 
nstakingly gathered over 5JH)U 
signatures on the petition, which 
was handed in at an Ann Arbor 
city council meeting on Jan. 9. The 
council was also presented with six 
affidavits from local residents who 
originally emigrated from the 
West Bank, and whose lands had 
been confiscated by the Israeli 
authorities. 


the occupied territories PR, 
founder Stanley Mendenhall co 
tends that American taxpaye 
dollars are being used. in cc 
iravention of officially stated 0 
policy, which maintains that 1 
aeJs settlements are illegal and 
obstacle to peace in the region, 
publicly raising the issue; Mi 
denhafl hopes to pressure W 
hington to implement its own p 
icies, thereby lifting an import 
barrier to a negotiated Mid 
East settlement. 


The council, as expected, was 
not swayed. Council Republicans 
■rejected the petition, which called 
for the aid-to-lsrael issue to be 
placed on the April municipal bal- 
lot. in a pre-meeting caucus while 
their Democratic counter-parts 
drafted a watered down alt- 
ernative which was "subsequently 
voted down six to four in the cou- 
ncil's meeting. Had it succeeded, 
the referendum would have req- 
uired the city clerk to send a str- 
ongly worded message to Pre- 
sident Reagan. Secretary of State 
Shultz, and relevant members of 
the Michigan congressional del- 
egation. The message asked the 
U.S. government “to withhold 
foreign economic aid designated 
for Israel by an amount equivalent 
to that which Israel spends to ret- 
ain. settle and administer the Arab 
territories occupied in and after 
1967". 


LLS. economic and military aid 
to Israel is currently running at 
S2.6 billion per year, of which an 
estimated S300ra (some say up to 
5600m ) is illegally siphoned off to 
underwrite Jewish settlements in 


Working under the bant 
PRAI- for Peace, the mcagp 
funded effort has succeeded 
bringing the issue before ti 
u sands of the town's resides 
With the supporL of ( 
Washington-based America 
Arab Anti-Discrimination Co 
mittee. PRAI organised ^ ec 
cational lecture series in cc 
junction with its petition dr? 
Speakers included former C 
ifornian congressman Paul vie 
loskey and law professor Rich: 
Arens, brother of the present 1 
aeli defence minister and an o 
spoken critic of Israeli polk 
towards the Palestinians. ' 

. vVahout a sponsor .on the c 
council the PR Ai referendum f 
•no chance of getting on Apt 
ballot. This eventuality, hoviiev 
was realised from the 'veiyont 
.by PRATs organisers. Inste 
their ultimate objective hasb« 
to test the political waiere at.i 
grassroots level, and in the prew 
stimulate public debate on wl 
remains a “sacred cow" in An 
rican politics. Measured by the 
goals. PRAI can claim some si 
cess. The campaign has atrea 
inspired a similar" effort in- Bt 
keley. California, and plans are 
hand for other campaigns in B 
dgeport. Connecticut and Wi 
hington. DC. However, PRA 
long-term impact may ironies 
turn out to be on the Jewish cq 
m unity, where a lively debate J 
.been triggered over the aid issi 
— Middle East Internet wo 
London. 


Glimmer of hope for 
solving Sikh dispute 


By Brian Williams 

Reuter 


AMRITSAR. India — A glimmer 
of hope has appeared in efforts to 
solve India’s Sikh problem after a 
near peaceful strike in the rel- 
igious seer’s homeland state Pun- 
jab Wednesday papered over 
much recent bitterness. 

The conduct of the strike, both 
by Sikh leaders and Prime Min- 
ister Indira Gandhi's government, 
was the first positive sign since 
negotiations between them about 
greater state autonomy collapsed 
a year ago. 

Indian newspapers Thursday 
hailed the lack of violence in a reg- 
ion where there have been almost 
daily outrages in recent months as 
a credit to the Sikh leadership and 
Mrs. Gandhi. 

Sikh leader Hare hand Singh 
Longowal. head of the Sikhs main 
political party the Akali Dal. told 
Reuters the success of the strike, 
which brought transport and 
commercial activity to a halt, was a 
turning point in the dispute. 

“We have shown peacefully the 
extent of support for our dem- 
ands.” he said. 

There were stray outbreaks of 
violence but repeated appeals for 
calm and strict policing by Sikh 
vigilantes, as well as Mrs. Gan- 
dhi’s decision not to confroat the 
strikers by writhdrawing train and 
bus services, stopped any major 
clashes between Sikhs and India's 
majority Hindu community. 

Most of India's 12 million Sikhs 
live in Punjab where they are the 
majority sect. 


On the eve of the strike. hM 
Gandhi offered lo renew aJJ-pai 
negotiations about the .Sikh pt 
blem in another conciliatory gi 
ture. 

The success of the strike seei 
also to have isolated Sikh e: 
remists whom Indian authorit 
have blamed for much of the k 
ling in Punjab. . 

The extremists have .coi 
plained the AkaJi Dal leaders) 
has not been firm enough in de 
ling with Mrs. Gandhi and dei 
anded a tougher line to force 
to the negotiating table. 

Sikh demands include a font 
statement designating Amritsar 
a holy city, a greater share of rfi 
waters flowing through Punj 
and transfer to Punjab 
Punjabi-speaking areas in U< 
ghbouring states. 

Before the strike. Mr. Lo 
gowal said its peacefulness woi 
drive “disruptive force" out 
Punjab, a reference both to Si 
and Hindu extremisxs. 

** What the strike proves is-tl 
the militants and extremists ha 
no popular constituency." l 
Hindustan Times said in’ an » 
tonal Thursday. 

With the air cleared. for ajne 
ting between Mrs. Gandhi a 
Sikh leaders.- Akali Dal sotm 
said negotiations- could start 
early as this week, well be_fore t 
planned next stage of the Si 
campaign. 

“The only question is wheff 
Mr. Longowal has ihe necesss 
self-confidence and the gc 
eminent the requisite foresight 
be reasonable," the Hindusf 
Times said. . - 
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The old and the new interact in Leningrad 


Rosy dreams about nuclear 


By Mark Wood 

Reuter 


LENINGRAD — Leningrad is 
alight with fireworks, beacons and 
street illuminations to com- 
memorate the ending of a cruel 
900-day siege by the Naas in 
which over a million of its people 
were kiDed. 

But the dazzling lights and fes- 
tive spirit seem to reflect more 
than just a reverence for the past. 
For after years of decline, the for- 
mer Tsarist capital is suddenly fin- 
ding a prominent new role in 
modem Soviet society. 

“For years you had a sense of 
drift. Now there is a feeling t hat 
Leningrad is going somewhere, 
that something is being done 
here," Galina, a middle-aged lan- 
guage teacher, said. 

The reason for the new sense of 
optimism is that Leningrad has 
emerged as a power-house of Sov- 
iet industry. 

The city has developed some of’ 
the most modem and efficient 
production systems in the country, 
achieved some of the fastest 
growth rates and is now regularly' 
cited as a model for others to fol- 
low. 

That alone would not explain 
the sense of public confidence. 
The cause of that was evidently a 
single executive .decision taken in 
Moscow. 

Moscow ruled last year that full 
state backing should be given to 
construction of a dam across the 
Gulf of Finland to hold back the 
flood waters which inundate Len- 
ingrad every year. 

Founded in 1703 as St. Pet- 
ersburg , the city was the fourth 
largest in Europe at the turn of the 
century and a centre of learning 
and the arts. 

Renamed Leningrad in 1924, 
the city’s steady was plagued with 
the fierce 900-day German blo- 
ckade, during which more than 

650,000 people died of starvation 
and almost the same number per- 
ished through bombing and she- 


lling. 

Although it was rapidly rebuilt 
after the siege was broken in early 
1944, the Soviet government foc- 
used industrial redevelopment in 
the central and southern parts of 
the country. 

Plans for the 25 kilometre dam ' 
have been on the drawing boards 
for long, but each time a com- 
mencement date was named the 
plans had to be put up for lack of 
* appropriations. 

All that has changed. Former 
city Communist Party chief Gri- 
gory Romanov, who tentatively 
started construction work three 
years ago, gained full state support 
for the project after Yuri And- 
ropov became party leader. 

“To some extent Mr. Romanov 
. is probably promoting the dam to 
demonstrate his own authority. 
But in another sense its approval 
shows that -Leningrad has become 
much more important to the Rus- 
sian leadership,*’ one Western dip- 
lomat in Moscow said. 

The reason for the city’s !eco- 
nomic renaissance is to a large 
extent due to Mr. Romanov him- 
, self- 

Over the past decade he forced 
through a rapid industrial re- 
organisation in the city and suc- 
ceeded in substantially increasing 
output with a stable labour force. 

Mr. Romanov's method was 
based on pushing scientific res- 
earch workers and industrial man- 
agers into working much more 
closely together to devise more 
efficient and time-saving systems. 

As a result, Leningrad's heavy 
industries, turning out machine 
tools and energy equipment, reg- 
istered far higher growth rates 
than the national average over the 
past few years. 

Workers 1 pay has grown faster 
than average and housing has 
been improved more rapidly. 

At a time when Soviet planners 
are calling for greater efficiency 
throughout the . whole national 
economy, Mr. Romanov’s suc- 
cesses explain why he is naw in a 



industry are fading out 


By Stephen Powell 

Reuter 


Nevsky Avenue-Leningrad’s main thoroughfare 


strong position to succeed Mr. 
Andropov as Soviet leader. 

But in Leningrad itself, the 
name of the 6o-year-old Politburo 
member evokes mixed feelings. 

Many ordinary people happily 
give him credit for building up 
their city and express confidence 
that he will continue to represent 
Leningrad’s best interests. 

But other accuse him of des- 
troying Leningrad’s cultural atm- 
osphere and reducing it to a sou- 
lless industrial city saved only by 
the splendour of its I 8th century 
centre. 

Mr. Romanov, an ideological 
hardliner, cracked down hard on 
dissent and on non-establishment 
artists, driving away young artists, 
actors and writers to the more lib- 
eral and creative climate of Mos- 


cow. 

But if Mr. Romanov did ove- - 
rshadow Leningrad’s past as a liv- 
ely cultural centre, he was also dil- 
igent in restoring the Tsarist gra- 
ndeur whicb gave the city its visual 
character. 


Founded by Tsar Peter the 
Great on the north-eastern edge 
of the Baltic, Leningrad grew up in 
the iRth and 19th centuries in a 
mixture of classical and baroque 
styles which still give it an old- 
world charm. 

Millions of roubles have been 
spent in the past few years ren- 
ovating the Tsar's Winter Palace 
and the classical and baroque fac- 
ades of merchant houses, churches,, 
and cathedrals. 

Teams of specialists are even 
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By Michael Rank 

Reuter 


PE ICING — China plans to dis- 
mantle the Maoist commune sys- 
tem by the end of the year under 
far-reaching agricultural reforms. 

The changes are part of liberal 
economic reforms implemented in 
the last few years by paramount 
leader. Deng Xiaoping who has 
had considerable success in raising 
living standards of China's imp- 
overished peasants. 

The plan to do away with the 
communes is perhaps the most 
dramatic of the new initiatives, but 
diplomats believe other changes, 
including revision of the land ten- 
ure system, may be of even greater 
importance in China's struggle to 


make its one billion people pro- 
sperous. , t * 

The late Chairman Mao Tse- 
Tung launched the people's com- 
mune system in 1958 in an att- 
empt to use manpower and wil- 
lpower as efficiently as possible in 
vie w of a lack of machinery, and to 
strengthen state control over the 
individual. 

“Setting up a people’s com- 
mune is like going to heaven, the 
achievements of a single night 
surpass those of several mil- 
lennia,” according to a jingle pop- 
ular when communes were first 
established, but peasants and off- 
icials soon discovered that things 
were more complicated. 

Communes were found to be 
unwieldy and inflexble units, with 
thousands of people spread over 


many villages, and which reduced 
the incentive for individuals to 
work hard. 

In the early 1960s. Chairman 
Mao raised the number of com- 
munes from 24,000 to 74,(u;ll by 
reducing their size, impiicity adm- 
itting that the system was far from 
perfect. 

But it remained heresy for 20 
years to question the fundamental 
concept - of communes, andL any- 
body who did.so was likely to face 
a long sentence in a labour camp 
or even death. 

Today the defects of the system 
are freely admitted, “With a uni- 
form structure for the entire cou- 
ntry, the commune tended to ign- 
ore the very divergent conditions 
in. various regions,” said the China 
Daily in an editorial last Dec- 


ember. 

Over-centralised in man- 
agement and egalitarian in dis- 
tribution, it could not but run cou- 
nter to the essential principal of 
voluntary participation in any 
co-operative endeavour, the Daily 
said. 

In theory, the communes will 
continue to exist as economic' 
units, managing land contracts, 
water projects and social services, 
but in fact they are being replaced 
by townships as the centre of local 
government with villages as the 
next tier with households as the 
basic accounting unit. 

Diplomats say the future of the 
. commune is unclear, though they 
were likely to be abolished alt- 
ogether in many areas. 

Some .experts attach greater 
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replacing piece by piece the mos- 
aic dome on a mosque built spe- 
cially for the city’s Muslim Tartar 
inhabitants. 


But although Leningrad is one 
of the Soviet Union's most pop- 
ular destinations for foreign tou- 
rists, its Communist elders are 
evidently determined it should not 
become merely a pretty holiday 
centre. 

“There was a danger that Len- 
ingrad would become no more 
than a living museum of the Tsars 
and the October. 1917 Rev- 
olution,” one West European dip- 
lomat said. 

’■Whatever one may think of 
Mr. Romanov, he has certainly 
prevented that and given the city a 
new lease of life.” 


China revising Maoist commune system 


importance to the return of 
China’s 35,1)00 supply and mar- 
keting co-operatives to collective 
ownership after being gradually 
taken overby the state since 1 95 8. 

Peasants are now being enc- 
ouraged to buy shares in the co- 
operatives, at two to five yuan 
(SI to 2.40), a share, an idea that 
would have shocked Mao. 

Shares issued in the 1 95 Us were 
later confiscated as "capitalists”' 
but 360 million yua»l(S170 mil- 
lion) worth have recently been 
returned to their original owners. 

More than SO per cent of pea- 
sant families are reported to be 
members of these co-operatives, 
which are handling an increasing 
share of agricultural output and 
equipment. 


LONDON — The world’s nuclear 
industry is facing a bumpy future, 
as its costs soar, electricity dem-‘ 
and stagnates and public suspicion 
\ persists.. 

Critics argue that the iudustzy is 
slowly dying, victim of insoluble 
problems of cost, safety, nuclear 
waste disposal and links with the 
atomic bomb. , 

Nuclear advocates maintain 
that their troubles stem from the 
recession. The atom, they say, still 
holds promise for mankind. 

The American industry is in 
desperate straits. It has had no 
new orders since 1978. A string of 
half-completed, abandoned plants 
across the United States bears 
witness to loss of commercial faith 
in the atom. 

Only a decade ago. projections 
< -by the International Atomic Ene- 
rgy Agency (IAEA), the Eur- 
opean community and countless 
others all predicted that by Lhe 
year 2UOO the atom would provide 
half of the world’s electricity. 

These dreams have faded. And 
neftv, after more than a quarter of a 
century of development, nuclear 
energy provides 10 per cent of the 
world’s electricity, or three per 
cent of total power. 

The Vienna-based IAEA, 
which promotes nuclear power.* 
now estimates that the atom might 
provide about 23 per cent of ele- 
ctricity by the turn of the century. 

Even this could prove wildly 
optimistic. Hans-Juergeu Laue, 
director of the agency’s division of 
nuclear power, told Reuters: “We 
are permanently reducing the pro- 
spects for the year 2000 from year 
to year." 

A report by the Worldwatch 
Institute, a private group funded 
in part by the United Nations, says 
the economic viability of nuclear' 
power has declined steadily over 
the past decade. 

“In the past 10 years, nuclear 
construction costs have risen 60 
per cent in France, more than 
doubled in West Germany and 
more than tripled in the United 
States,” said Christopher Flavin, 
author of the report. 

“ Nowhere is nuclear power now 
I economical compared with imp- 
roved energy efficiency.” he said. 

Today there are 342 reactors 
operating in 25 countries, with a 
total capacity of 210,000 meg- 
awatts, and 175 plants are under 
construction, according to IAEA 
figures. 

But new nuclear orders are thin 1 
on the ground. Last year, work 
started on only 14 new plants wor-; 
Idwide. 

“There will be major problems 
for the industry in the second half 
of this decade because of lower 
orders,” said Mr. Laue. 

- Many independent analysts bel- 
ieve that the industry may never 
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again see more than a handful of 
orders. 

British Professor James Jeffery, 
who has carried out extensive res- 
earch on the costs of nuclear 
power, told Reuters: 

“1 would expect very few new 
orders indeed, if any. Nuclear 
power stQI has a momentum and 
the Third World still has a few ill- 
usions about it. but I think they’re 
rapidly fading.” 

In Europe, the industry has suf- 
fered a succession of blows. 

Austria voted in a referendum 
in 197R not to start up its only- 
nuclear power station, 100 per 
cent built and never used. 

Sweden's parliament voted in 
1980 to close down all the cou- 
ntry’s nuclear reactors by 2010. ■■ 

The Netherlands may be about 
to beat a similar retreat. An off- 
icial commission recommended 
last month that no more nuclear 
power stations should be built. 

Britain told its industry in 1979 
to expect to build 10 new nuclear 
plants. But this programme never 
materialised and the country's 
troubled nuclear industry is now at 
the crossroads. 

A marathon public inquiry is 
looking ai whether to build the 
country’s first U.S.-style pre- 
ssurised water reactor. 

The Central Electricity Gen-, 
erating Board, the state-owned 
utility, wants to switch to a U.S. 
design because British reactors 
have been fraught with delays and 
high costs. 

One British gas-cooled plant. 
Dungeness B, is 13 years behind 
schedule. Britain has about 6,500 
megawatts of nuclear power, with 
a similar amount under con- 
struction. 

In West Germany, opposition 
to nuclear power has . sparked 
some of the most violent mass 
demonstrations in recent years. 
But it has pushed through a str- r 
onger programme than Britain. 

According to the industry, ope- 
rating capacity is 1 1.501 J meg- 
awatts. It says this will expand to 
about 24,500 megawatts in 1989 
— about half of West Germany’s 
original target. •> 

About 21 per cent of West 
Germany’s electricity now comes 
from nuclear power, compared 
with 16 per cent in Britain. 

The country which has edme 
closest to realising its nuclear amb- 
itions of a decade ago is France, 
which now gets 50 per cent of its. 
electricity from the atom. 

The French appear set to bec- 
ome the only nation in the world 
truly to “go nulceai”- They have 
30 nuclear plants in operation and 
28 more under construction. Yet’ 
the government has cut its con-, 
struction plans becuase the ele-^ 
ctricity simply is not needed. 

And the heady building pro- 
gramme. which has provided 

22,000 megawatts of nuclear cap 1 - 
acity, has boosted the huge debt of 


the state-run utility Elec rri cite de 
France. This now stands at 178 
biflion French francs (S2U.8 bil- 
lion). 

In March next year France is 
due to start up the world’s first, 
commercial fast breeder reactor, 
the controversial 1 ,200 megawatt* 
superphenix. Breeder reactors are 
capable of producing large qua- 
ntities of bomb-grade plutonium. 

In the Soviet Union, official 
reports have made clear that the 
nuclear programme has been ser- 
iously delayed by problems at the 
key Atom mash plant, in southern 
European Russia. 

According to Western reports* 
the S4 billion plant is slowly sin- 
king because it is built near a 
man-made lake. 

The Soviet Union originally 
aimed to supply as much as 25 per 
cent of its electricity through ato- 
mic power by 1990, but it is now 
expected to fall far short of this 
target. 

Japan, despite the legacy of the 
1 945 atomic bombs, has one of the 
biggest nuclear programmes. Its 
25 plants supply 16 per cent of 
electricity and 1 3 more plants are 
under way. 

In the Third World, one pre- 
stige programme after another has 
bitten the dust. 

Mexico, in deep recession, gave 
the industry a very nasty jolt in 
1982 when it scrapped a big 

20,000 megawatt programme, 
one of the most ambitious in the 
world. 

Brazil planned to have eight 
plants operating by 1 990, but the 
programme has been repeatedly 
delayed and the country is now 
expected 10 have three plants by 
the end of the century. 

For the future, the problems 
facing the world's nuclear industry 
are varied and formidable. Imp- 
ortant uncounted costs may fur- 
ther tip the economic scales aga- 
inst nuclear power. 

The Worldwatch report setd: 
“Disposal of nuclear wastes and 
decommissioning old nuclear 
plants are important factors in the 
overall equation, and yet neither 
has been resolved or even ade- 
quately researched in any cou- 
ntry.”’ 

A persistent concern is nuclear 
proliferation. Scientists say the 
world's civilian nuclear plants 
produce about 4U tonnes of plu- 
tonium each year, enough to make 
over 10.00U atomic bombs. 

Nuclear critics such as Nobel 
prize-winning astronomer ' Sir 
Martin Ryle say new laser. tec- 
hniques make it easy to separate 
the plant's plutonium from the 
rest of the spent nuclear fuel. 

Israel dramatically pointed up 
the proliferation controversy 
when it bombed an Iraqi reactor in 
1981 . Iraq said the plant was for 
peaceful purposes. Israel said it 
was to make nuclear bombs. 
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scores late winner 


keep Liverpool ahead 


Australia, West Indies tie 
in World Series Cricket Cup 


LONDON (R) — England defender Phil Neal sna- 
tched a late winner to keep Liverpool out in front in 
the race for the English Soccer Championship on 
Saturday. 


Neal popped up 12 minutes 
from time to clinch Liverpool’s 
vital 2-1 win over Arsenal at A af- 
ield to maintain their three point 
lead of the first division. 

But it was a close-run thing for 
the League leaders, bidding for 
their seventh title in nine seasons, 
with second-placed Nottingham 
Forest securing their fifth suc- 
cessive away win to stay hard on 
their heels. 

Forest battled hard for a 1 -0 win 
at fifth-placed Queen’s Park Ran- 
gers — Gary Birtles snatching 
their winner four minutes before 
halftime — as the former Eur- 
opean Champions opened up a 
two point lead over third-placed 
West Ham. 2-1 winners at Cov- 


entry. 

Manchester United, who visit 
Luton today. Sunday, and long 
considered Liverpool's main rivals 
for the championship, have sli- 
pped to fourth but are now seven 
points adrift of the leaders with 
one game in hand. 

Arsenal seemed set to pay the 
full price for Liverpool midweek 
humiliation by third division W al- 
sall in the League Cup when Alan 
Kennedy headed them ahead after 
12 minutes 

But England midfielder Gra- 
ham Rht levelled for the Lon- 
doners in the fourth minute of inj- 
ury’ time before the interval when 
he forced home Brian Talbot's 
right wing cross. 


Arsenal looked capable of hol- 
ding out for a point before ful- 
lback Neal grabbed the winner to 
keep Liverpool on course for a 
record 15th championship. 

Brian Clough's Forest rea- 
ffirmed their arrival as Liverpool's 
main challengers for the first div- 
ision honours by landing their sev- 
enth win nine League games. 

Birtles connected with a Steve 
Hodge cross after 41 minutes to 
send a perfect glancing header 
past Rangers] goalkeeper Peter 
Hucker. After that they rarely 
looked troubled. 

West Ham. with seven first 
team members missing through 
injury, went ahead after 18 min- 
utes against Coventry when Dave 
B amber put through his own goal. 
Tony Cottee added a second in the 
75th before Steve Hunt pulled a 
goal back for the home side in the 
dying minutes. 

West Ham's London rivals Tot- 
tenham had Scottish striker Steve 
Archibald to thank for their win 
over struggling Leicester. 

Tottenham raced to a 2-0 lead- 
in little more than half an hour 
when Mark Falco. who scored his 
14th goal of the season, and Tony 
Galvin both found the net. 

But Gary Lineker inspired Lei- 
cester’s revival with goals after 57 
and 72 minutes before Archibald 
fired the winner six minutes from 
time. 

Trevor Christie and Nigel Cal- 


laghan grabbed two goals apiece 
as Notts County and Watford fou- 
ght out an eight goal thriller. 

County looked well on the road 
to three points when Rachid Har- 
kouk and Christie shot them 2-0 
up inside 10 minutes. But mid- 
fielder Kenny Jackett and Cal- 
laghan hauled W'atford 3-2 in 
front by halftime. 

George Reilly put Watford fur- 
ther in front a minute after the 
break before Christie reduced the 
deficit for County. Young Scottish 
striker Maurice Johnston clinched 
Watford’s 5-3 win in the 82nd 


minute. 

Aberdeen kept their six-point 
lead in the Scottish Premier Div- 
ision by beating bottom side Mot- 
herwell 4-0 in a match interrupted 
in the first half by crowd trouble*. 

Trouble flared when fighting 
fans spilled onto the pitch. The 
players were taken off for six min- 
utes while police restored order. 

Scotland midfielder Gordon 
Strachan netted after 38 minutes 
and added a second early in the 
second half. Eric Black and John 
Hewitt completed Aberdeen’svic- 
tory. 

Second-placed Celtic cruised to 
a 5-2 victory over St. Johnstone. 
Two goals from Brian McCIair 
and one from Murdo McLeod sent 
Celtic in 3-0 up at halftime before 
Frank McGarvey scored a Fourth. 

Gordon Scott and Raymond 
Blair reduced the deficit for St. 
Johnstone with McLeod netting 
Celtic's fifth in between. 

Goals from Paul Hegarty and 
Maurice Malpas secured cha- 
mpions Dundee United's 2-0 win 
over Hibernian. 


MELBOURNE (R) — Australia 
and the West Indies tied in a dra- 
matic World Series Cricket Cup 
final match here Saturday after 
Australian Carl Rackemann was 
run out off the last ball. 

With one run required to beat 
the West Indies' total of 222 for 
five off their 50 overs. Australian 
tailender Geoff Lawson missed a 
Joel Gamer delivery and Rac- 
kemann was run out by wic- 
ketkeeper Jeff Dujon trying for 
the winning run. 

Australia finished tied with the 
West Indies on 222 for nine and 
the result means the teams wiD 
play a further match on Sunday for 
the cup. 

Officials decided late Saturday 
night that if Australia, who lost the 
first match in the best-of- three 
final, win Sunday, the World Ser- 
ies Cup and 528.000 prize money 
will be shared. 

The West Indies began in typ- 
ically flamboyant fashion Sat- 
urday with Richard Gabriel and 
Desmond Haynes putting on 33 


for the first wicket. 

Gabriel was caught by Steve 
Smith off Rackemann for 19 then 
in the 1 7th over, with the score 54. 
Haynes was brilliantly caught by 
Tom Hogan at square leg off left- 
arm spinner Allan. Border. 

Richie Robinson and Viv Ric- 
hards took the score to 11 6 before 
Richardson was caught behind by 
wicketkeeper Rodney Marsh off 
Lawson for 43. 


Richards, dropped by Kepler 
W esse Is on seven, played a crucial 
innings of 59 off 70 balls including 
five boundaries and Laity Gomes 
('25 not out} and Jeff Dujon (33 
not out} added 49 in an unbeaten 
sixth-wicket partnership. 


Australia, hampered in tbeir 
run chase by the absence of Steve 
Smith who dislocated a shoulder 
while fielding, got away to a sound 
stan when Wesseis and Dean 
Jones added 23 for the first wic- 
ket. 

Jones fell to pace bowler Mic- 
hael Holding when he was caught 


Soviets outclassed by 
East German bobs 


Connors beats Buehning in Memphis 


MEMPHIS. Tennssee [API — 
Top-seeded Jimmy Connors ear- 
ned a semifinal berth alongside 
Ben Testerman with a 6-3. 7-6 
1 7-3; victory over Fritz Buehning 
Friday night in the S315.t«K» U.S. 
National Indoor Tennis Tou- 
rnament. 

Earlier Friday. Testerman 
added eighth-seeded Tim May- 
otte to his list of upset victims with 
a convincing 6-4. 6-2 quarterfinal 
victory and Henri Leconte came 
back after dropping the opening 
set toward off Wojtek Fibak. 2-6. 
6-2. 6-4. 

Connors broke Buehning in the 
eighth game of the first set to go up 
5-3 and then saved four break 
points before earning the set when 
a Buehning lob fell wide. 

Buehning broke Connors’ serve 
in the Fourth game of the second 
set with a line-hugging return of 
service and then salvaged three 


break points in the seventh game 
to lead 5-2. - 

But Connors, trailing 5-3. bat- 
tled back and broke Buehning at 
love to set the stage for the tie- 
breaker. 

Three unforced errors by Bue- 
hning. including a long return of 
Connor's serve on the deciding 
point, helped the six-time U.S. 
National Indoor Champion move 
into the semifinal round. 

“Buehning got me into my 
game tonight. I was moving a lot 
better and jumping on my ret- 
urns." said Connors, who played 
his third tie-breaker in three mat- 
ches. 

“ 1 was serving well at the first of 
the match, but I just couldn’t keep 
it up.” said Buehning. who had six 
aces in the first set but only two in 
the second set. 

Testerman. who earned his tou- 
rnament berth by battling through 


the qualifying rounds, kept May- 
otte off balance throughout the 
match with a thundering serve and 
an impressive array of passing 
shots. 


Mayotte lost his serve in the 
third game of the opening set and. 
after serving out the seL Tes- 
terman broke Mayotte again to 
win the second set with a quick 
passing shot to the 1981 NCAA 
singles champion's backhand side. 

“I don’t think Tim played as 
well as he can. He didn't get a lot 
of his first serves in. so he had to 
stay back and then 1 had the adv- 
antage.” Testerman said of the 
76-minute match. 

Mayotte admitted to being off- 
balance. 

“I didn't do the things I should 
do well. 1 didn’t serve well and I 
didn’t return well." he said. “Beni 
was much more aggressive than 
me." 


POSITION VACANT 


Both Leconte and Fibak had 
problems holding serve after spl- 
itting the first two sets. 


SARAJEVO (R) — East German 
crews sped free from the ‘ ham- 
merhead* Soviet sleds and netted 
gold and silver in the two-man bob 
at the weather-hit Winter Oly- 
mpics Saturday. 

With the alpine skiing elite 
again absent from the slopes the 
focus of attention switched to the 
snow-slicked Trebevic run. bat- 
tleground of the bobmen. 

And the big crowd were not dis- 
appointed as they saw the rev- 
olutionary Soviet sleds, which 
were tipped to take the Games by 
storm, outclassed by the sleek blue 
craft from East Germany. 

Driver Wolfgang Hoppe and 
bralceman Diet mar Sch- 
auerha miner shot down the trench 
in record time followed by com- 
patriots Bernhard Lehmann and 
Bogdan Musiol. 

Zintis Exmanis and Vladimir 
Alexandrov had to settle for bro- 
nze in the ‘hammerhead’. 

Ski officials may waive the rules 
in a bid to run the men’s downhill 
on Sunday. 

A three-day blizzard on the 
Mount Bjelasnica course has kept 
the speed specialists indoors, lea- 
ving organisers determined for 
action Sunday. 

International Ski Federation 
regulations require at least one 
practice run within two days of a 
race but that page in the rule book , 
may not now be opened. 

The situation on Mount Jah- 
orina. venue for the women's ski- 
ing. was no better. Training was 
impossible again Saturday but the 
Monday race date stays for the 


ZEYAD SALAH CONTRACTING EST. requires one civil 
engineer with M.A. degree in planning construction 
management and experience of not less than two years ' 
after graduation. Applicants required for interview by • 
the managing director with their C.V. and degree cer- 
tificates between 1500 - 1800 hrs in the main office in 
Abdul Hameed Sharaf Street, Shmeisani, Amman. 


REQUIRED 


English expatriate general manager being relocated to 
Amman to establish representative office for international 
company requires two - three bedrooms unfurnished villa or 
apartment in Jabal Amman or Shmeisani areas. 


Tel: 661947/8 


Please call tel: 818351, 818352 between 8.30 a.m. - 6.00 

p.m. 


Call Aviaturist on 24805 0138146 


Cinema * 

CONCORD 


Tel: 44092-44280 


Cinema 

AL HUSSEIN 

Tel: 22117 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 

Tel: 25155 


AN OFFICER 
AND A GENTLEMAN 


Richard Gere 
Debra Winger 

(Colour) 


avocato 

(Colour) 


movie..movie 

(Colour) 


"Arm&c film" 


Performances : 3-8 - 8:30 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Performances: 3:30-6 - 8:30 



moment. 

If the men are unable to race 
again Sunday, the organisers 
could opt for both downhills on 
the same day or reshuffle the ent- 
ire alpine programme. Eight days 
remain before the Games end.' 

West Germany made their first 
mark on the medals table when 
Peter Angerer shot the siraightest 
and skied the fastest to win the 
20km biathlon. 

World Cup-holder Angerer 
missed only two of the 20 targets 
and finished ahead of East Ger- 
man Frank-Peter Roetsch. Eirik 
Kvalfoss of Norway took the bro- 


nze. 

The Soviet ice hockey squad, 
•clear favourites for the gold 
medal, thrashed Yugoslavia 9-1; 
for their third successive triumph. 

Czechoslovakia, contesting the 
second six-team preliminary 
group, also recorded a third str- 
aight victory, overwhelming Aus- 
tria 13-0. 

East Germany took over from 
the Soviet Union in the battle for. 
overall games supremacy. With 
seven events completed they have 
three golds and four silvers against 
the Russians' two golds, two sil- 
vers and three bronze medals. 


Bubka breaks own 


pole vault record 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Sergei 
Bubka of the Soviet Union broke 
his own world indoor pole vault 
record when he cleared 19 feet 
1M: inches (5.83 metres} at the 
25th Los Angeles Games Friday 
night. 

The leap, beating the old record 
of 19 feet 1 inch (5.82 metres} 
which Bubka established in .Milan 
Iasi month, also equalled the out- 
door world record set in Rome last 
year by Thieny Vigneron of Fra- 
nce. 

American Billy Olson, the pre- 
vious indoor world record holder, 
finished second to Bubka with a 
clearance of 19 feet *4 inch (5.80 
•metres}. 


Two other Soviet athletes won 
events. World record-holder 
Tamara Bykova took the women' s 
high jump with a leap of six feet 
4^4 inches ( 1 .95 metres) and Lyu- 
bov Gurina won the women's 880 
yards in two minutes 1 .8 seconds. 

The Russian team narrowly 
missed a fourth victory in the 
men’s high jump. Gennadiy Avd- 
enyenko and American Jimmy 
Howard both jumped seven feet 
five inches (2.26 metres) but 
Howard won on a countback of 
failures. 

American winners included 
Emmit King, first in the men's 6<>. 
yards in 6.12 seconds. Tom Byers, 
who won the mile in 3:57.4. 


for rent 


Ten Modern furnished and unfurnished apartments in -one 
building each consists of: 


A) Two bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen and bath. 

B) One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bath. 
Centrally heated and telephones. 


Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th Circles. 
Tel: 41443 


Two key Pakistani 
cricket officials resign 


behind by Dujon for 12, then 
Wesseis and captain Kim Hughes 
put Australia on top with a 109- 
run partnership for the second 
wicket 

Fast bowler Malcolm Marshall 
trapped Hughes Ibw for 53 and 
Wesseis fell soon after for 77 as 
the West Indians fought back. 

The middle-order batting col- 
lapsed with Allan Border going 
for 14, Greg Ritchie for four and 
Marsh for 1 6 bnt Geoff Lawson 
struck out well to keep the Aus- 
tralians in the match and with one 
over to go they required 1 1 to win. 

Rodney Hogg scored a single 
off the first ball and Lawson sma- 
shed a four through the covers off 
Garner’s next delivery. 

Lawson tried to take two runs 
off the third ball and Hogg was run. 
out after a fine return from mid- 
boundary by Marshall. 

Rackemann joined Lawson, 
who lashed out again for three 
runs, then Rackemann dabbed a 
single towards mid-off to tie the 
scores. 


KARACHI (R) — Two key off- 
icials of the crisis-hit Pakistan Cri- 
cket Control Board (BCCP) off- 
ered their resignations Saturday a 
•week after Board President Nur 
Khan announced he was standing 
down. 

Nur Khan, who has yet to hand 
over charge to his successor. 
Major General Safdar Butt, told 
reporters be had accepted the res- 
ignation of BCCP Secretaiy Arif 
Abbasi. 

But he said the resignation of 
the other official, treasurer Moh- 
ammad Daud. bad been sent to 
the country’s president, Moh- 
ammad Zia U1 Haq. who had 
named him for the post in his cap- 
acity as BCCFs official patron. 

However, the two officials, 
whose reasons for wanting to res- 
ign were not immediately known, 
would be available to Butt for the 
time being, he said. 

Pakistan cricket has lost a num- 
ber of leading figures in the past 
week. 


Nur Khan resigned as. BC : 
president last Sunday in the wt 
of a controversy over his role '. 
■the selection of the Falristan te«: 
beaten 2-0 in the recent five-ti 
series in Australia. . 

Then Pakistan’s team manag 
Intikhab Alam resigned sooaafr 
the team returned from Austral, f 
for personal reasons and vet£ri- \ 
wicketkeeper Wasira Bari aa- : 
ounced his retirement. 

All this followed the decision I - 
Imran Khan, who led' the side 1-- 
Austraiia. not to play in Iheifoi- . 
thcoming three-test home seric : 
against England. ' 

Nur Khan said Butt had called-'- - 
meeting of the BCCP council ii7 
Lahore next Monday- to name ,*: 
new captain and a selection com 
mittee to pick the side to play Fug 
land. 

The BCCP is shifting secretarial ~ 
from Karachi to Lahore where : 
Butt is based as chairman of Pak- 
istan’s water and power de$- 
elopment. " ' : :r i- 


N. Zealand consolidates 


lead against Australia 


AUCKLAND.. New Zealand CR) 
— Centuries from John Wright 
and Jeff Crowe consolidated New 
Zealand's grip on the third cricket 
test here Saturday as the home 
side batted throughout the second 
day to reach- 354 for six in their 
•first innings. 


wicketkeeper Ian Smith who again 
looked an assured and competent J 
batsman as he stroked ins way to 
26 not out at the close of play. 


The England ’bowlers bow lid 
tightly but were able to make little 
impression. 


New Zealand need only to draw 
the match to win their first-ever 
series against England after their 
second test victory in Chr- 
istchurch. 


Willis finished with the best "fig- j 
ures of three for 86 but bis fellow 
fast bowler Norman Cowans, 
who was two for 63 off 27 overs, ..j 
looked the pick of the attack. 


England, badly needing an early 
breakthrough Saturday, were 
thwarted by both the weather and 
the resolute batting of Wright and 
Crowe. 

Overnight thunderstorms and 
early bad light delayed the stan of 
play by 70 minutes and when New 
Zealand resumed at 1 40 for three 
it was quickly apparent that the 
pitch was not going to give -any 
help to the England bowlers. 


WBC says 
Spinks must 
fight 12 rounds 


Wright and Crowe were able to 
play the five-man England attack 
off the front foot with the ball rar- 
ely deviating and they went on to 
add 154 for the fourth wicket a 
record for New Zealand against 
England. 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Michael 
Spinks will lose the World Boxing 
Council (WBC ) version of his und- 
isputed light-heavyweight title if 
.he fights fellow- American Eddie 
Davis over 15 rounds, the WBC 
said in a statement here: . - " 


Wright completed his third test 


century and first against England 
after five and a half hours before 


after five and a half hours before 
falling to a tired shot when he was 
bowled by England captain Bob 1 
WtUis for 130. 

Jeremy Coney and Richard 
Hadlee, New Zealand's heroes of 
the first and second test res- 
pectively. went cheaply but Crowe 
continued to apply maximum con- 
centration and reached his first 
hundred in seven tests after 302 
minutes and 214 balls. 

Crowe, who was unbeaten on 
115, found a willing partner in 


Spinks, who holds both the 
WBC and World Boxing Ass- 
ociation (WBA) versions of., the r 
title, is due to fight Davis in Ail-, 
antic City on February 25._Tbert . 
is a move to have the fight staged, 
over 15 rounds. . 


The WBC said it had an agr- 
eement with the WBA that the 
next two light-heavyweight title- 
fights should be over 12 rounds* 
the WBC distance for cha- 
mpionship fights. WBA title bouts’ 
are over 1 5 rounds. 


If Spinks and Davis did fight 
over 1 5 rounds, the WBC said it 
would match Davis against 
Dwight Muhammad Qawi of the 
United States to find a new cha- 
mpion. • 't ; . 



-(Jtr. KOREAN AMR LINES 

yy We treat you as an honored guest. 


Cinema 


ZAHRAN 


Tel: 23171 


Cinema 

BASMAN 

Tel: 30126 


Cinema 


PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 


Cinema 

RAGHADAN 


TW: 22198 


THE spy 

(Colour) 


SATI Bl SATA 


1- Achanti 

"Indian Film" 


STAYING AUVE 


"Italian Film" 


"Indian film’ 


2- Kitting Boxar 

"KarSta" 

■ (Colour) 


(Colour) 


John Travolta 


Performances: 12-3- 5:3 0-8 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Performances : "12-3-7 


Performances: 12-3-5:30-8 
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Germany’ s stock market wakes up 


■FRANKFURT — Private sha- 
reholders are less of a force in the 
West German stock market than 
in London or Wall Street. There is 
little sense of a fast-moving scr- 
amble. 

- “ Stocks in Germany have never 
really been owned in a big way by 
the public,” says Herr Max War- 
burg. a partner in the private bank 
of M.M. Warburg-Brinckmann, 
Wirtz and Co., based in Hamburg 
and Frankfurt. 

. “There are historical reasons 
for this. In view of all the crises this 
centuiy. the German private ind- 
ividual is reluctant to buy stocks. 
But during the last two or three 
years he has become more edu- 
cated and is moving more into the 
market." 

Private individuals, such as 
self-employed dentists and doc- 
tors or middle-class employees, 
have been inclined to invest ip 
government bonds, which have 
offered safety and high interest 
rates. They have also tended to 
invest abroad or in real estate pro- 
jects which offer tax advantages. 

Companies registered on the 
West German stock market are 
owned to a considerable extern by 
other companies, including banks 
and insurance companies. More 
than half the shares are estimated 
to be in “festen "Handen” — in 
firmly-held investment packages 
not normally available for trading. 

Pension funds are not such 
prominent investors as in the 
UJC., as pension money is gen- 
erally tied up as part of company's 
own funds. 

With local investors unused to 
letting off fireworks, foreign inv- 
estors — notably from the U.fv. 
and U.S. and Switzerland — have 
been playing an increasingly imp- 
ortant part in setting the tone of 
the German market. 

They have been attracted not 
only by the prospect of share mar- 
ket gains but also by the apparent 
cheapness of the Deutsche marie. 

Since the share market began 
moving up from its trough of Aug- 
ust -1982. there has been a spate of 
rights issues and a steady trickle of 
newcomers to the market. 

But companies have long ten- 
ded to look to bank loans rather 
than the share market as a source 
of funds, while corporate bonds 
have fallen into disuse. 

In cautious fashion, some of the 
rirfcrket pewy»mers,. including, 
Wella,"' fiVe nairaare company, 
have issue dnbri- voting preference 
shares to avoid risking loss of con- 
trol. 

The West German stock market 
actually consists of eight stock 
exchanges — Frankfurt. Dus- 
seldorf, Hamburg. Munich, West 
Berlin, Hanover. Bremen and Stu- 


ttgart. 

Frankfurt is by far the largest, 
accounting for about 45 per cent 
of all share trading and more than 
half of total trading, including 
government bonds. 

About 450 shares are registered 
on the stock exchanges, but 
Commerzbank and other market 
operators set aside those with 95 
per cent or more of shares inves- 
tee Handen" and smaller and reg- 
ional companies, thus leaving a 
market, in practical terms, of some 
351- shares with a current market 
capitalisation of about DM230 bil- 
lion ($82 billion). 

Of these 351 shares, the biggest 
market sectors are motor vehicles 
(six companies with raarket~cap- 
italistation of DM40 billion), 
chemicals (17 companies. DM30 
billion), banks (30 companies, 
DM30 billion), utilities (27 com- 
panies, DM29 billion) insurance 
(21 companies, DM28 billion] 
and electricals (12 companies. 
DM23 billion). 

Commerzbank recently listed- 
46 companies which have a mar- 
ket value of at least DM 1 billion 
each. At the top, valued at over 
DM24 billion, is Daimler-Benz, 
the car and track maker. 

The concern has, directly or ind- 
irectly. 1 00.000 shareholders, but 
Deutsche Bank and other com- 
mercial banks also hold a sizeable 
stake. 

Before the latest upswing, the 
German market displayed little 
volatility. The Frankfurter AI1- 
gemeine Zeitung index moved 
within a narrow range: 1980, 
212-238; 1981, 216-243; and 
1982, 214-253. 

But last year, share prices shot 
upon average by well over a third. 

The running was made by motor 
vehicles (up 76.4 per cent), ins- 
urance (up 56 per cent), big che- 
micals (up 5 1 .4 per cent) and ele- 
ctricals (up51 percent), with bui- 
lding losing favour (down 4.7 per 
cent), because of lower orders 
from the public sector and ove- 
rseas. . 

The widely based recovery in 
share prices has been spurred 
along by' hopeful signs of eco- 
nomic revival in West Germany 
and abroad, as well as by the cha- 
nge of political power in Bonn, 
with the centre-right government 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl taking 
■office. 

After two years of decline. West 
Germany’s gross national product 
rose 1 per cent last, year- and a 
more substantia] 2 to 3 per cent 
growth has been predicted this 
year. 

■ Company profits showed a hea- 
lthier tone last year, tending to rise 
faster than sales revenue in the 
wake of costcutting, pruning of 


Europ Car Middle East meets 

Europe Car from UAE, Bahrain, Cyprus. Egypt. Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Oatar, Saudi Arabia, France and USA arrived in Amman Saturday 
to attend the Europ Car Middle East meeting which will be held at 
Amman Marriott Hotel on Feb. 14/1984. . 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 



'Harriet, I've had a VERY rough day! Could you 
pick me up a six-pack and teddy bear?" 




Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


lEum 

BBS 

mmum 

■i 


a||g| 



mmmm 

Hi 


DUSARL__ 

inrrm 
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WHAT THOSE OU?— 

TIME veterinarians 

USEC? TO MAKE. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer ‘ XT I I JU CXXXX1 

(Annuera tomorrow) 


(Answers tomorrow) 
MALTED BUTTON 


i Jumbles' JOUST HENNA 

Yesterdays [ blonde sure has somethUio thatJU 

Knock your eye out A HUSBAND 


labour and restructuring mea- 
sures. 

But economic experts believe 
profits must continue to. revive 
from their relatively low level if 
industrial investment is to pick up. 

The Bundesbank, the central 
bank, has estimated that net pro- 
fits in 1 982 were only about 1 .5 
per cent of sales revenue, com- 
pared with about 2.2 per cent in 
1980 and a more solid 3.6 percent 
in 197U. 

The market has been enc- 
ouraged by the prospect of a rec- 
overy in chemical company div- 
idends. slashed on the 1982 res- 
■ ults, but Volkswagen, with no 
immediate dividend prospect, still 
rose by 10 per cent. 

Bankers believe that if export 
orders continue to improve, this 
may boost market interest in cer- 
tain engineering and machine tool 
shares. 

Market transactions in West 
Germany are handled by (he 
banks. They place buying and sel- 
ling orders with floor brokers dur- 
ing dealings on the stock exchange 
between 1 1 .30 a.m. and 1 30 p.m. 
But orders are also carried out 
before and after these hours thr- 
ough the banks themselves. 

Settlement within two days is 
standard, although other payment 
and delivery arrangements may be 
negotiated. 


For private investors the banks 
charge commission of 1 per cent 
on the value of the transaction and 
the floor brokers 0.1 per cent. No 
stamp duty is levied, but there is 
turnover tax. 

The normal rate of turnover tax 
is 0.25 per cent, but it is halved if 
the order is given by a private cli- 
ent from outside Germany. 

Foreign banks and foreign bro- 
kers, as well as their German cou- 
nterparts, are exempt from tur- 
nover tax on their orders. 

Foreign investors are not liable 
to West German capital gains tax. 
There is a 25 per cent withholding 
tax on dividends, but there is relief 
through double taxation agr- 
eements with various countries, 
including the U.K. and the U.S. 

Some banks, such as M.M. 
Warburg-Brinckmann, Wirtz and 
Co., are "wholesale." acting for 
instance as a broker for U.K. pen- 
sion funds and other sizeable acc- 
ounts. “From individuals we 
would not take a discretionary 
account of under DM500.000,” 
says Herr Warburg. 

For single transactions on the 
German raarkeL there is no min- 
imum. but it is normally con- 
sidered advisable for foreign inv- 
estors to deal in at least 
DM15.1KJ0 in view of the costs 
involved. — Financial Times news 
feature . 


UAE m inister 
urges mergers 


ABU DHABI (R) — A government minister in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) has called for the 
number of the country’s locally-incorporated banks 
to be halved, saying bank mergers would help str- 
engthen the economy. 


Minister of state for finance, 
Mr. Ahmad Huraaid Al-Ta’yer. 
was quoted Saturday by A1 Itlihad 
newspaper as saying: “The eco- 
nomic interests of tbe country and 
the banks requires serious thi- 
nking ... about integrating nat- 
ional banks in the UAE so there 
would not be more than 1 (( or 12." 

Such mergers would promote 
and strengthen commercial and 
economic activity in the country, 
he said. 

The central bank has been see- 
king to encourage mergers among' 
banks in what is seen as an over- 
banked economy. The country, 
with a population of 1.1. million, 
has 55 banks. 24 of which are 
local. 

UAE Central Bank Governor 
Abdul Malik Yousef A1 Hamar. 
said in December several banks 
had agreed in principle to merge. - 

Mr. Ta'yer was also quoted as 
saying he doubted the central 
bank would extend a deadline 


requiring banks to limit loans to 
directors. 

The National Banking Ass- 
ociation of die UAE has asked the 
central bank to reconsider the 
rules which would limit loans to 
single directors to a maximum five 
per cent of bank capital and to the 
board as whole to 25 per cent. 

The practice of lending to dir- 
ectors has been commonplace 
among local banks, many of which 
were established by local bus- 
inessmen to ensure they had con- 
tinued access to capital. 

The centra] bank set a deadline 
of last Dec. 32 for compliance with 
the rule, although bankers said not 
all banks had been able to comply. 

Asked about plans to set up a 
stock market in the UAE, Mr. 
Ta'yer said the issue should be 
tackled with caution and that cir- 
cumstances were not suitable for 
establishing a stock market in the 
country at present. 


Sweden gambles on recovery 


STOCKHOLM — The Swedish 
government has chosen to gamble 
on growth as a way out of its bud- 
getary crisis. It has published a 
modestly restrictive financial plan 
for 1984-85. but the planned 
small reduction in the budget def- 
icit owes more to imagjnativecash* 
management than to a willingness 
to lake the axe to spending. 

With conservative governments 
holding sway in most of its Nordic 
neighbours and major European * 
trading partners. Sweden's Social 
Democratic administration is fol- 
lowing a different path. Full emp- 
loyment is still the most important 
objective of its economic policy. 

Mr. Olof Palme’s minority gov- 
ernment is set on “working and 
saving* rather 'than , cutting’ and. 
fJriiiiftg )& S$fy r iwit of fh?e&-; 
nomic'. crisis. crepjf$ during. the > 
spendthrift years of the 197(Js 
when the Swedish economy was 
blown wildly off course. 

Industry, its engine, failed to 
grow from 1973 to 1982, a period 
when the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and Dev- 
elopment (OECD) countries 
showed an increase in industrial 
output of 25-3U per cent. ■ 

Sweden's Gross National Pro- 
duct (GNP) expanded by only 1 .4 
per cent a year in that period, but 
no halt was called to the explosive 
growth in public expenditure, 
which carried on rising at almost 6 
per cent a year. 

Surging labour costs helped to 
price industry out of more and 
more of its traditional markets, 
investment plummeted and the 
current account of the balance of 
payments was showing a SKr 22 


billion (52.66 billion) deficit' by 
the end of 1982. The Social Dern-" 
ocrats took office that autumn. 

The budget deficit for fiscal 
1982-83 was SKr86.6 billion, 
equal to 13-4 per cent Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). 

Helped by a bold 16 per cent 
devaluation and the gradual imp- 
rovement in the world economy, 
the Social Democrats have sto- 
pped the rot, but they have chosen 
to ignore the dire warnings of 
"catastrophic consequences*' if 
they fail to tackle the budget def- 
icit more decisively. 

It is hardly surprising that such 
advice should be given by the main . 
Conservative opposition party 
and its Liberal and Centre Party 
allies, bui it has been echoed by 
m'ahy Swedish 'economists tne- _ 
) tiding the , prestigious,,- ind-‘ 
ependeiit Business and Social 
Research Institute. 

• Mr. Bengt Dennis, governor of . 
the Riksbank. the Swedish central 
bank, also called for between 
SKrlU billion and SKrl5 billion of 
savings or tax increases following 
last autumn's mini budgeu but the 
call has largely gone unheeded. 

The Social Democrats clearly 
feel that they have done a]) that is 
politically possible, however. 
Swedes have already suffered dec- 
lining real incomes for the past 
three years, and the tax burden on 
one of the most heavily taxed nat- 
ions in the world has not yet been 
reduced. 

Taxes and levies will amount to : 
around 51 per cent of GNP this 
year, while total public exp- 
enditure amounts to 66.6 per cent 
of GNP, admittedly a drop from 


the record 68.1 per cent notched 
up last year, but still the highest 
public sector share of any country 
in the OECD. 

The government feels the pop- 
ulation can hardly be squeezed 
much further, and that the pol- 
itical limit was reached in last aut- 
umn's mini-budget package. 

As a result of those measures, 
subsidies are disappearing from 
most basic foodstuffs, medical 
charges are rising, pensioners, 
who have done relatively well in 
recent years, have been denied 
compensation for 1982's dev- 
aluation. wealth taxes have been 
temporarily increased, drink and 
tobacco inevitably became more 
expensive, and share dealings ‘ 
were more heavily taxed. *n 

Neither was'the sacred cow of 
foreign aid s P arc d; iUwas frozdd 
:for 1984 at the 1983 level. • 

The government has shown, 
with the publication in January of 
its financial for 1984-85, that it is 
not prepared to go much further 
or much foster in dealing with the 
budget deficit. It wants to stop it 
growing, but real reduction must 
come from economic growth. 

Mr. Palme said in a recent int- 
erview: “It is an illusion to ima- 
gine that it is possible to reduce 
the budget deficit by cutting state 
expenditure. There are those who 
believe in social disarmament, but 
I don’t. Of course we can cut a bit 
off food subsidies and housing 
subsidies. But it is a mistake to 
think that this can lead to any 
dramatic changes." 

State debt has jumped from 
SKr36 billion in 1972 to around 
SKr47U billion today and interest 


payments on that debt are now 
one of the biggest items in the cen- 
tral government budget. 

For 1984-85 central gov- 
ernment expenditure is estimated 
at SKr3U4.9 billion compared 
with an income of only SKr224.1 
billion. Of the resulting deficit of 
SKrSU.8 billion, SKr65 billion is 
accounted for by interest pay- 
ments. 

This year’s budget deficit is equ- 
ivalent to 10.8 per cent of GDP. 

"One cannot just cut this much 
away from state expenditure.” 
maintains Mr. Palme. " In today’s 
situation we must do everything- 
we can to hold the budget deficit at 
an unchanged level. Real red- 
uctions come from economic 
growth and a reduction in interest 
rates.” 

> The chosen path is a narrow one 
and the government could easily 
be thrown off course. It is des- 
perately dependent on the rec- 
overy in the world economy being 
sustained, and its strategy hinges 
on it being able both to keep wage 
costs under control and to bring 
inflation much closer to the levels 
of its main trading partners. 

Nevertheless, since the bottom 
was reached during 1982. the eco-* 
nomic recovery in Sweden has 
been dramatic. 

The current account improved 
-from a deficit of SKr22-5 billion in 
1 982 to SKr6 billion last year. For 
1984 a deficit of SKr5 billion is 
forecast. Exports rose by 10 per 
cent in volume last year, and hel- 
ped by the devaluation. Swedish 
industry has made rapid progress 
in recapturing market. 

— Financial Times news feature 


Peanuts 


I PONT THINK WE 
ALWAYS HAVE TO BE 
T0LP WHAT TO EAT 


SOME EXPERT 5 SAY 
WE JUST NATURALLY 
EAT WHAT WE NEB? 




I NEEPEP THOSE 
TWELVE P0U6HNUT5' 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



SAY/ HOW MUCH 
LONGER MUST 1 
WAIT FOR MY 
HALF PORTION OF 



Andy Capp 

kCxOESNT IT. BOTHER NOU, 1 
ME BEING ENGAGED* TO 



E.C., ACP states 
reach agreement 

BRUSSELS (APj — The European Community (E.C.) said Friday it 
had reached a “broad consensus” with 64 African. Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) nations for a new five-year, multi-billion-dollar trade, 
aid and inustrial co-operation accord. 

French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson said the E.C. and the 
ACP nations, in two days of talks, "gave the impetus necessazy* ’ for a 
new development pact due to take effect early next year. He said, 
there was a “broad consensus” on, among others, a need to boost 
industrial cooperation in energy and mining and to give priority to 
rural development to boost ACP nations’ self-sufficiency in food. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, FEB. 12, 19*4 

T TYOUR daily ■ 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute B 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A very good day to 
think about the school of thought under which you can 
best operate and that is necessary to bring about some 
change of attitude more in accord with others. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 Go where you can imbue 
yourself with the best tenets and philosophy under 
which to exist. The evening is fine for family. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You keep thinking of 
money problems but can figure out a way of h andling 
them and gaining a greater abundance. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get rid of that mental 
confusion and think logically to get your affairs in bet- 
ter order. Avoid driving too fast. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Think over 
what is your best mode of procedure in the future. You 
have several option. Choose the best one. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You are doubtful about your 
standing with one who means much to you, so take the 
initiative and find out. Be charming. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Worldly affairs are on 
your mind during the day. so go over your position in 
life carefully and know how to proceed. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Study into a better 
philosophy that can help you to become more prosperous 
and happy in the days ahead. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Find the right way to 
change your mate's views and then this can become a 
very happy day. Retire early. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Situations arise 
that will require you think both ideally and practically. 
Plan next week's work intelligently. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Do something 
thoughtful for one who has done you many favors and 
show your gratitude. Rest this- evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19} Get that person you 
like to accompany you at some recreational activity and 
then you can have a delightful time. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Home matters are im- 
portant now. so don't go along with those who want to 
take you away from them. Show devotion to kin. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be able to get rig^t at the core of any matter and come 
up.with the right ^ojution quickly. Teach to finish what 
has been started this will insure success. Provide 
as fine an environment as you can. 

* « * 


"The Stars impel; they do not compel.’ 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

% 1984. The McNaught Syndicate. Inc. 


What you 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Louis Santrey 


ACROSS 
1 Equine 
action site 
6 Ice-skated 

10 Scorch 

14 for the 
. Misbegot- 
ten” 

15 Cod’s 
cousin 

16 Stockings 

17 Automotive 
must 

19 Seed cover 

20 Eastern 
- sauce 

21 Cut 

22 “Do — , not 
as—’’ 

24 Sacred 

25 — nous 


26 Take back 
on the Job 

29 Senate 
aide 

30 Scenery 
chewer 

33 Stiff 
collars 

34 Mideast 
region 

35 Anger 

36 — blanche 

37 Before 

38 Arcaroor 
Cantor 

40 Good times 

41 Equine’s 
cousin 

43 Wave-top 

44 Arikara 

45 Verbal 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□□□a sanaa asna 
mass naann naaa 
□□□□ minims aman 
□naanaas sernaa 
□mu Sanaa 
anna tinnannna 
ana anna cm an an 
snas aanaa aana 
□aaa sanaan unn 
Bmmasiaas nana 

□naa aaa 

□□□□a aaaaanaa 
anno naama nnaa 
bubo naaaa ascsui 
naan aanas aaan 


46 Motives 

47 Rubdown 
Kern 

49 Homer’s 
reward 

50 Breakfast 
choice 

52 Rigid 

53 Obtain 

56 Ellipse 

57 Capital 
of Yukon 
Territory 

60 Chased 
hounds 

61 Top-notch 

62 Maternally 
related 

63 Widemouthed 
jug 

64 Time 
division 

65 Bumps 

DOWN 

1 Stadium 
sounds 

2 Melville 
title 

3 Small boat 

4 Dawn 
goddess 

5 Whistle- 
stop 

6 Pompous 

7 Sod site 

8 Adlai's 
conqueror 

9 Drive nuts 


10 Seat 

11 Certain 
leathers 

12 Part of the 
globe 

13 Count 
18 Former 

Cosmo 

23 Top jockey 

24 Suggestion 

25 Avid 

26 Happen 
anew 

27 Day's march 

28 Kind of 
swap 

29 Jeopardy 

31 Come up 

32 Runs into 
34 Himalayan 

kingdom 
39 Timbrel 
42 Cellar 
soace 
46 Sign lor 
Chan 

46 Houston 
pro 

49 Dorchester 
dad 

50 Links cry 

51 Declare 

52 Louise or 
Turner 

53 Reunlonlst 

54 Pimta del — 

55 Golf pegs 

58 Farm tool 

59 Yoke — 
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Moscow prepares for 


Andropov’s funeral 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet leadership 
faces the task of selecting a new Com m unist 
Party chief for the second time in 15 months, 
while Moscow and the rest of the nation goes 
into mourning Saturday for the late Pre- 
sident Yuri Andropov. 


Workers began draping Mos- 
cow with funeral bunting and 
black-trimmed, red hammer- 
and-sickle flags Friday evening 
after the official notice of And- 
ropov's death from complications 
caused by diabetes and kidney fai- 
lure was issued through the official 
media. 

Flags flew at half-staff in the bit- 
ter winter wind over the Kremlin 
ramparts, at whose base Mr. And- 
ropov's body will be interred on 
Tuesday beneath the hallowed 
Cobblestones of Red Square — the 
'symbolic centre of Soviet power. 

The colonnaded House of Uni- 
ons was prepared for the bier con- 
taining Mr. Andropov’s body, 
which will lie in state during the 
first three days of national mou- 
rning. 

On the fourth day. Tuesday, the 
entire nation wiB observe five 
minutes of silence accompanied 
by a three-minute blast of every 
train, ship and factory whistle in 
the world’s largest nation. 

Mr. Andropov died at 4:5U p.m. 
Thursday ( 1 3:5*t G vfTl. ending a 


prolonged illness that reportedly 
left him ruling the country from 
his sickbed and leaving the Soviet 
Union without a leader for the 
second time in little more than a 
year. He would have turned 7tt in 
June. 

Mr. Andropov had come to 
power as general secretary of the 
Communist Party two days after 
the Nov. it). 1982. death of Leo- 
nid Brezhnev. Last June he ass- 
umed the post of president, or 
nominal head of state. 

As funeral preparations began, 
the question of who would suc- 
ceed the 69-year-old former KGB 
chief was unsettled. 

There also was no way to pre- 
dict the future course of Soviet 
policy, one of the most important 
factors in shaping the face of the 
modem world. But few people 
expected any radical or swift cha- 
nges from the conservative and 
slow-moving Kremlin. 

One of the first signs Kremlin- 
watchers were waiting for was the 
announcement of who would head 
the funeral commission, a post 


that in the past has gone to the 
man tabbed to succeed a dec- 
eased party chief or other major 
official. 

Mr. Andropov directed Mr. 
Brezhnev’s funeral and quickly 
assumed power in the party, but 
Friday’s announcement left unc- 
lear whether the succession had- 
been settled. 

. TASS said the funeral com- 
mission would be headed by Kon- 
stantin Chernenko, the 72- 
year-old party ideologist who by 
right of protocol is the senior party 
secretary after the incumbent 
general secretary. 

It is risky to make flat pre- 
dictions about the shadowy wor- 
kings of the Soviet politburo. but 
few outsiders expected Mr. Che- 
rnenko to be named general sec- 
retary. 

It seemed more likely that the 
question of a successor had not 
been decided, or that if one had 
been picked, he was chosen from 
among the younger politburo 
members. In both cases, the job of 
funeral commission chief would 
naturally fall to Mr. Chernenko, 
who led the procession of pol- 
itburo members at the Nov. 7 
Revolution Day parade when Mr. 
Andropov was too sick to appear 
“The choice, if it has been 
made, may be a man who does not 
have the personal power, standing 
and seniority that Mr. Andropov 
enjoyed and therefore cannot 
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Yuri Andropov 


usurp protocol by heading the 
funeral commission,” one Wes- 
tern diplomat speculated. 

Among the strong dontenders 
Listed by Western analysts among 
younger members are Grigory 
Romanov, the 61 -year-old head 
of the party discipline committee, 
and Mikhail Goibachev, 52. who 
assumed important domestic and 
foreign policy roles under Mr. 
Andropov. 

Both are members of the central 
committee secretariat, in the past 
a prerequisite to become general 
secretary. Mr. Chernenko is the 
only other party secretary on the 
politburo. 

Defence Minister Dmitry Ust- 
inov is expected to play a large 
role in the succession stakes thr- 
ough his position as head of the 
powerful armed forces and bec- 


ause of his reported role as day- 
to-day politburo chief when And- 
ropov was at his sickest in recent 
months. 

Marshal Ustinov is said to have 
been instrumental in Mr. And- 
ropov’s rise. Bur ar 75 he doesn't 
seem to be a likely candidate for 
general secretary. 

None of the other newly pro- 
minent or young politburo mem- 
bers like 70-year-old Mikhail Sol- 
omentsev, 60-year-old 1 Geidar 
Aliev and 5 7 -year-old Vitaly 
•Vorotnikov, is on ihe secretariat. 

Mr. Solomentsev may be con- 
sidered too old unless the Kremlin 
opts for an interim leadership. Mr. 
Aliev’s Muslim heritage is con- 
sidered a serious handicap and 
Vorotnikov, who only became a 
full politburo member in Dec- 
ember. is seen as being too fresh. 


World leaders express regrets, hopes for new era 


NEW YORK ( AP) — The death 
of Soviet Leader Yuri Andropov 
evoked sympathy from world lea- 
ders Friday along with hopes of a 
renewed push for better East- 
West relations from the new Sov- 
iet leadership. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz, extending condolences to 
the Soviet people, said President 
Ronald Reagan is eager for a 
‘ constructive and realistic dia- 
logue" with the Kremlin's new 
leaders and said a decision on 
whether Mr. Reagan attends Mr, 
Andropov's funeral Tuesday dep- 
ends on Soviet arrangements. 

in East European countries, 
somber music filled the officially 
controlled airwaves and leaders 
expressed “grief and shock.” But 
in Poland there were some smiles 
and sardonic comments. 

China reported the death wit- 


hout comment, while leaders of 
Japan and other Asian nations 
immediately expressed sorrow 
over Mr. Andropovs demise and 
called on Soviet leaders to strive 
for world peace. 

Syria, the Soviet Union's closest 
ally in thd Middle East, declared 
seven days of official mourning. 

Vatican officials said Pope John 
Paul II was immediately informed 
of the death announcement, but 
no statement was issued by the 
pontiff. The Vatican* s daily new- 
spaper said Moscow’s diplomacy 
under Mr. Andropov “made no 
significant progress in the face of 
international crises." 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher made known her 
regret at Mr. Andropov’s death, 
and there was speculation she 
might attend the funeral in the 
hope of meeting the Kremlin lea- 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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ANSWERS TO 
Q.l— East-West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

4 8752 7KQJ832 OK107 
The bidding has' proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 * 3 0 4 ♦ ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — At any vulnerability, 
you would want to compete 
—indeed, you might even 
make five diamonds. How- 
ever, that is not what you 
should bid — you should 
prepare to defend against a 
higher spade contract by now 
making the lead-directing bid 
of five.cjubs. 

Q.Z — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AJ10 0 KQJ93 4AQ872* 
The bidding has proceeded: 
East South West North 
1 V 2 0 2 V Pass 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— If you treated this hand 
as a two-suiter and now bid 
your clubs, you are on the 
wrong track. Although part- 
ner is weak, he might have 
long spades, and that could 
be your best strain. Double 
— since partner has not bid, 
that is still for takeout. And 
since you didn't double in the 
first place, partner should 
realize that you have minor- 
B suit length and no more thaji 
1 three spades. 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*954 <782 0 J 10762 +Q53 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 v Dble Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If you elected to pass, 
you show a reckless disre- 
gard for your financial well- 
being— you have no reason to 
suppose you can stop West 
from making overtricks at 
one diamond doubled. Part- 
ner asked you to bid your 
long suit, so oblige. Bid one 
spade. 

Q. 4 — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*954 782 OJI0762 4Q53 
The bidding has proceeded: 


BRIDGE QUIZ 


West North East South 
l 0 Dble Pass 1 4 
Pass 2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Partner liked your one 
spade response. He has now 
cue-bid the enemy suit. You 
would like to pass, but you 
can't do that. You must find 
some bid that'will discourage 
partner. To bid no trump or 
to show a new suit now would 
not do the trick. The best you 
can do is rebid two spades. 
Don't think of it as bidding a 
three-card suit twice; rather 
look at it as twice giving 
partner minimum raises in 
his suit in a forcing situation. 
Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*QJ6 7AQ1054 0 93 4876 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North-East South West 
1 0 Pass 1 V Pass 
3 O Pass ? 

Wbat do you bid now? 

A. -Considering partner's 
jump rebid, even though it 
was in his own suit, you pro- 
bably have enough for game, 
.but where do you want to 
play the hand? If partner has 
three-card heart support, 
four hearts is probably the 
best spot. If he does not and 
if he has a club stopper, three 
no trump is probably right. 
You can find out by showing 
your spade stopper now — 
bid three spades, and wait to 
hear what partner does. 
Q.6— As South, vulnerable, 
you bold: 

*92 <7 AJ872 O A 106 4752 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 4 Dble Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— If you responded only 
one heart, may we recom- 
mend a good book on defen- 
sive bidding? Your hand is 
easily worth 10 points at a 
heart contract, and that is 
too strong for a simple 
takeout. Jump to two hearts 
—in response to a takeout 
double, that is invitational, 
not forcing. 


dership. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand said Mr. Andropov “could 
have been a stabilising factor. He 
was a man of great authority with 
deep knowledge of many issues." 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl said he planned to att- 
end Mr. Andropov’s funeral. He 
said “the extensive talks I held 
.with the deceased in Moscow in 
July 1983 will remain in ray mind 
as an important contribution for 
the necessary continuation of pol- 
itical dialogue between East and 
West, also in difficult limes.” 

Mauno Koivisto. president of 
Finland which follows a neutral 
course between East and West, 
called Mr. Andropov** a great sta- 
tesman and peace builder.” 

The centre-right Dutch gov- 
ernment and the Swedish Socialist- 
government also hoped Mr. And- ■ 
ropov's successor would re-open a 
dialogue on arms reduction and 
detente. 

In Geneva, flags at United Nat- 
ions headquarters were lowered. 
Swiss President Leon Schlumpf 
said that in his brief term, Mr. . 
Andropov had exerted “decisive 
influence on the fate of his cou- 
ntry.” 

Greek Premier Andreas Pip*- 
andreou called the death “a great 
loss to the Soviet people,” but 
expected “only a short period of 


waiting for the changeover of lea- 
der, because the world situation at 
present is very tense.” 

Socialist Premier Bettino Craxi 
of Italy said Mr. Andropov died at 
“a particularly difficult moment” 
in international relations. In a 
cable to Moscow, he urged “the 
greatest effort of reciprocal und- 
erstanding for the prompt res- 
umption of a real and efficient dia- 
logue of peace and collaboration.” 
Japanese Foreign Minister Shi- 
ntaro Abe said: “We think there 
will not be a major, sudden change 
in the Sovigt Union' s domestic or 
international policies.” 

. In Czechoslovakia, one of the 
most loyal Soviet allies, black 
banners festooned public bui- 
ldings in the national capital, just 
hours after the official death ann- 
ouncement on radio at 1145 
GMT. 

East Germany’s politburo con- 
vened in special session to com- 
memorate Mr. Andropov, the off- 
icial ADN News Agency said. 

Romania, the most ind- 
ependent Soviet Bloc nation, was 
the last to report the death, in a 
radio announcement topping its 
regular newscast at 1400 GMT. 
The item was followed by a short 
funeral march before regular bro- 
adcasting resumed. 

Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, leader of the 101 -nation 


Non-Aligned Movement, called 
Mr. Andropov “a statesman of 
high stature.” she said he “did 
much to promote and expand 
Indo-Soviet friendship. We have 
lost a true friend.” 

China announced Mr. And- 
ropov’s death to its one billion 
people about 3u minutes after it 
was reported from Moscow. No 
commentary accompanied any of 
the print or broadcast reports, 
and. by contrast, a tennis story 
that moved on the Xinhua wire a 
few minutes later was nearly three 
times' as long as the four- 
paragraph story about the Soviet 
leader’s death. 

Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke, visiting China as part of a 
17-day Asian tour, expressed 
sympathy Friday upon learning 
that Mt. Andropov was dead and 
said he hoped the Kremlin suc- 
cessor would promote East- West 
peace. 

President Ferdinand Marcos of 
the Philippines mourned the death 
of Mr. Andropov, saying he shall 
be remembered for his “firm and 
steady pursuit of a policy of 
peace.” 

Apd in Central America, the 
leader of the Sandinist a junta here 
said Nicaraguans were “intensely 
sorry because comrade Andropov 
was a great friend of the Nic- 
araguan people.” 


Bush to head delegation to Moscow 


SANTA BARBARA, California 
(API — President Ronald Rea- 
gan, expressing “condolences and 
sympathies” to the Soviet Union 
over the death of Yuri Andropov, 
decided Friday not to fly to Mos- 
cow for the state funeral but to 
send Vice President George Bush 
as head of the American del- 


egation. 

There had been many calls on 
Capitol Hill for Mr. Reagan to att- 
end the funeral as a dramatic ges- 
ture to thaw U.S.-Soviet relations. 

Shortly after the announcement 
of Mr. Andropov’s death, adm- 
inistration officials originally said 
it was highly unlikely that Mr. 
Reagan would attend but sug- 
gested that he might make the trip 
if a successor to Mr. Andropov 
were named quickly. 

Late Friday it was announced 
that Mr. Bush would head the del- 
egation and that Mr. Reagan, sch- 
eduled to hold meetings in Was- 


hington next week with Jordan's 
King Hussein and Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak, would 
remain in Lhe United States. 

One administration official, 
who declined to be identified by 
name, said the meetings with King 
Hussein and Mr. Mubarak were 
“very important to us” and would 
be “a factor" in determining who 
attended the funeral. 

Deputy White House Press Sec- 
retary Lany Speakes said Mr. 
Reagan had asked Mr. Bush to be 
his “personal representative" to 
Tuesday’s funeral, and while in 
Moscow “to extend the con- 
dolences and best wishes of the 
American people to the people of 
the Soviet Union and to express to 
them our strong desire for peace.” 

A White House official, spe- 
aking on the condition he remain 
anonymous, said it was not normal 
practice for an American pre- 
sident to attend a state funeral. 


“1 don't know of one (American 
President) who has gone to a Sov- 
iet leader’s funeraL” the official 
said. 

The official said the rest of the 
U.S. delegation, probably two 
more people, may be announced 
Saturday. He said Secretary’ of 
State George Shultz probably 
would not be among them. 

Meanwhile, from his ranch in 
the Santa Ynez Mountains, Mr. 
Reagan sent a message of con- 
dolence to the acting Soviet chief 
of state, Vasiliy Kuznetsov. 

Mr. Speakes described the mes- 
sage as persona] and said Mr. 
Reagan . expressed his “con- 
dolences and sympathies.” 

Mr. Reagan also expressed the 
“deep and heartfelt desire of the 
American people for world 
peace.” and said he hoped for 
“genuine co-operation with the 
Soviet Union to make the world 
better.” ■ 


India executes Kashmiri separatist 


NEW DELHI l AP) — A leading 
Kashmiri separatist who once dec 1 
lared,** nobody has the rope which 
could hang me.” was executed by 
hanging Saturday, despite 11th 
hour pleas and protests. 

“Mohammad Maqbooi Butt 
was absolutely calm and walked 
straight, India’s Inspector General 
of Prisons S. SuthL told reporters 
assembled outside the capital's 
main Tihar Jail. 

The release of Mr. Butt. 50. 
founder of the Kashmir Lib- 
eration From, had been dem- 
anded by Kashmiri terrorists who 
kidnapped and assassinated an 
Indian diplomat in Birmingham, 
England, last weekend. 

No protests or violence were 
reported in New Delhi where’ 


hundreds of police and par- 
amilitary troops blockaded access 
to the prison. Reporters were all- 
owed to enter. 

“He has been executed at 7:3u 
a.m. t02Ut) GMT) as per the exe- 
cution warrant." spokesman Sethi 
said. 

He said Mr. Butt, convicted of 
two murders in Kashmir, solemnly 
washed, prayed and took his last 
meal in his cell Saturday morning. 
He had no final words or last req- 
uests. 


according to practice, and the exe- 
cution was carried out by two han- 
gmen. A doctor, the jail sup- 
erintendent and two magistrates 
were present, he said. 

The execution took place under 
lightest security and all access to 
the prison was blockaded to keep 
demonstrators or Kashmiri ter- 
rorists away. Reporters were scr- 
eened but allowed inside the gates 
to receive the execution sta- 
tement. 


Mr. Butt broke into laughter 
Friday after he learned that his 
appeal for a stay for execution had 
been turned down by the Indian 
Supreme Court. 

Inspector Sethi said the body 
was kept hanging for 3U minutes. 


Police have tightened security 
around New Delhi. And no inc- 
idents were reported. 


The inspector said the body has 
not been claimed but Mr. Butt’s 
lawyer, Romesh Pathak. had been 
trying to retrieve it. 


U.S. hopes to improve 
relations with Soviets 


By Jarry Schweid 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The United 
States, offering to work with the 
Soviet Union “to make the world 
a safer place.” is trying to take the 
chill out of superpower relations 
in the aftermath of the death of 
Yuri Andropov. 

Calling for a resumption of sta- 
lemated arms control,- talks. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz 
spoke of reducing the risks of war 
by engaging the new Kremlin lea- 
dership in “a constructive and rea- 
listic dialogue.” 

The statement by Mr. Shultz on 
Friday also comained a challenge 
to the new leadership “ to respond 
in kind” to the American pledge 
to "work to build a more stable 
and more positive relationship.” 

President Ronald Reagan, in a 
persona] message of “condolences 
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and sympathies” from his Cal- 
ifornia ranch, also expressed hope 
for “genuine co-operation with 
the Soviet Union to make the 
world better.” 

The president’s letter to the 
Soviets was similar to one he sent 
to Moscow 15 months ago after 
President Leonid Brezhnev's 
death, but U.S. and Soviet policies 
subsequently deepened the chill 
that had developed between the 
two governments. 

Their sharp decline was acc- 
elerated in September when the 
Soviets shot down a South Korean 
commercial jetliner with 269 pas- 
sengers. Talks to limit nuclear 
missiles in Europe were sus- 
pended in late November and par- 
allel discussions on strategic wea- 
pons ground to a halt in early Dec- 
ember. 

The Soviets apparently had 
concluded they could not expect a 
major shift in U.S. policy under 
Mr. Reagan, who had condemned 
their government last year as an 


“evil empire.” 

Despite calls by Mr. Reagan 
and Shultz for warmer realtions. 
many other officials or former off- 
icials were voicing little optimism. 

Deployment of new U.S. rais^ 
siles in Western Europe ’is pro- 
ceeding on schedule. The Soviets, 
■meanwhile, are moving new wea- 
pons into Eastern Europe. 

With the nuclear weapons lim- 
itation talks deadlocked, the sup- 
erpowers are going ahead with the 
development of new missQes and 
bombers. Mr. Reagan last week 
asked Congress for a record $350 
billion for defence. 

The Reagan administration has 
ruled out making concessions to 
encourage a Soviet return to the 
bargaining table in Geneva. 

At the same time, the Soviets 
continue to pour arms into Syria 
for its campaign against the Leb- 
anese government — an action 
that has drawn a prolonged, harsh 
response from the Reagan adm- 
inistration- 

One major exception to the chi- 
lled relationship is the projected 
sale of 22 million tons of Ame- 
rican wheat and corn to the Soviet 
Union this year. 

Also, negotiations are due to 
resume next month in Vienna to 
reduce NATO and Warsaw Pact 
conventional forces in Central 
Europe. 

“I wouldn't expert the Kre- 
mlin's military policy to change at 
alT following Mr. Andropov's 
death, said Assistant Defence Sec- 
retary Richard Perle. who is in 
charge of international security 
policy at the Pentagon. 

Mr. Perle added: “The Soviet 
general staff is pretty much in cha- 
rge of military policy and that will 
continue.” 

However, reflecting a wid- 
espread view in the adm- 
inistration. he said the" paralysis” 
on the Soviet side in the arms talks 
may have been due in part to Mr. 
Andropov's lingering illness. This 
theory holds that other Kremlin 
officials were reluctant to take on 
the responsibility of making major 
shifts in position. 


Challenger completes 
space ‘round trip’ 


CAPE CANAVERAL (Rj — 
The space shuttle Challenger lan- 
ded at the Kennedy Space Centre 
Saturday, completing the first real 
“round trip'’ into space. 

The in-tonne winged orbiter 
became the first spaceship to ret- 
urn from space to its original lau- 
nching site when it touched down 
at 7:16 a.m. (1216 GMT}, right on 
time. 

"Okay. Houston. The wheels 
have stopped,” Challenger rep- 
orted after a perfect landing just 
after dawn. 

All other space missions — 
American and Soviet — had 
ended in remote areas far away 


from where they began. Nine pre- 
vious shuttle flights ended with 
landings at desert runways far 
from populated areas. 


The successful landing was a 
major accomplishment of a mis- 
sion which had its share of set- 
backs. including the loss of two 
S3ti-million communications sat- 
ellites. 


Overall, however, the shuttle 
and its five-man crew worked very 
well during the eight-day mission 
— especially when two astronauts 
flew new rocket backpacks which 
made them self-guided human 
satellites. 


Cosmonauts arrive at 
Salyut-7 space station 


MOSCOW (Rj — Three Soviet 
cosmonauts were Friday settling 
in aboard the Salyut-7 orbital 
space station which is expected to 
be their home and workplace for 
several months. 

Spacemen Leonid Kizim. 42. 
Vladimir Solvyov. 37. and Oleg 
Atkov. 34. docked their Soyuz 
7-1 u spacecraft with the Salyut-7 
station Thursday and transferred 
to the station soon after, the Off- 


icial News Agency TASS rep- 
orted. 


They blasted off from Baikonur 
in Central Asia on Wednesday to 
begin the latest stage in the Soviet 
Union's programme to develop 
permanently-manned orbital 
complexes. 


Thursday night, the main tel- 
evision news broadcast the first 
shots of the men inside Salyut-7. 


Nigerian government makes 
new allegation of corruption 


LAGOS (Rl — Nigeria’s military 
government has made sweeping 
new allegations of corruption aga- 
inst politicians ousted in the New 
Y ear’ s Eve coup, accusing them of 
Stealing millions of naira (dollars) 
while in office. 

it also announced plans to shoot 
convicted armed robbers in an att- 
empt to improve security and thr- 
eatened action against news 
papers giving too much publicity 
to the statements of politician's 
who fled abroad. 

The corruption allegations were 
revealed in newspapers Saturday 
after a briefing for Nigerian media 
executives Friday by Brigadier 
Tunde Idiagbon, who ranks sec- 
ond in the new military gov- 
ernment. 

Brig. Idiagbon said three for- 
mer state governors had admitted 
taking kick-backs totalling 2.8 
million naira ($3.7 million] from a 
single contract and that another 
had opened b ank accounts in false 
names in which he had deposited 
more than three million .naira (S4 
million]. 

He also alleged that a powerful 
figure in the now banned party of 
ousted President Shehu Shagari 
had deposited more than 15 mil- 
lion naira (S2U million ) in a Lagos 


bank in the name of an American 
nominee company. The man acc- 
used fled abroad after the coup. 

Another former state governor 
is alleged to have operated two 
companies abroad and had S2.X 
million in iheir accounts overseas. 
In Nigeria, public officials are not 
permitted to have foreign bank 
accounts. 

Brig. Idiagbon promised further 
revelations on corruption in Mr. 
ShagarTs civilian government as 
investigations progressed. He said 
282 people were detained in 14 of 
Nigeria’s 19 states, with the count 
still to come in from the five oth- 


ers. 


More than 80 of those detained 
are being held in the maximum 
security wing of Kirikrri Prison in 
Lagos. They include former 
Vice-President Alex Ekwueme, 
former Biafran leader Emeka 
Ojukwu, 18 former state gov- 
ernors and several former min- 
isters. 

The majority of those in det- 
ention are expected to face mil- 
itary tribunals to be set up soon to 
hear evidence of their alleged cor- 
ruption, The tribunals will rec- 
ommend sentences to the . Sup- 
reme Military Council the cou- 
ntry's ruling body. 



‘Supennac’ accepts 
peerage 


LONDON (R) — Former Prime 
Minister Harold MacMillan.' 
grand old man of British, potties;, 
celebrated his ytith birthday' by 
accepting an hereditary peerage^ 
after years of declining aU'hoit 
ours. Mr. MacMillan, the con- 
servative leader who revived Bri- 
tain’s battered image after 
starred Suez invasion in 1956/ is 
the first person to be named 'a* 
earl in 21 years. He is also thefira 
hereditary peer named since 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher revived the practice last year 
who will not take his title to the-, 
grave. MacMillan, who led Britain 
during economically golden years 
from 1957 to 1963. was. cel- 
ebrating his birthday quietly at his 
home at Birch Grove, southera- 
England. an aide said. Tlx; timing 
of his acceptance of an earldom, 
fifth in the hierarchy of Britain's 
peerage, recalled a flair for sho- 
wmanship that earned him the 
nickname “Supermac’V 


Farmer wins 
Irish mansion 


C ASTLETO WN-GEOGHEGAN; 
Ireland (R) — An English farmer 
won wbat was claimed to be the - 
biggest raffle prize ever, a mag- 
nificent 30-room Georgian man- 
sion standing on 400 acres (160. . 
hectares] of lush Irish countrywide. 
The lucky ticket, one of 9, Wj(r cefe- 
ting S275 each, was drawn from a 
large metal drum by- Ireland’s 
best-known racing commentator. - 
Michael O'Hehir, in the ornate, 
lobby of the house. Middleton. 
Park. The raffle left owner Barney 
Curley, a professional gambler 
and racing enthusiast, richer, by 
more than $2 million, a sura he 
said he would have been hard pus- 
hed to raise through a direct saie.- 
To conform with Irish betting laws 
all participants in whar was des- 
cribed as a private limited sub- 
scribers draw had to join the Irish . 
Gaelic Sports Association and 
answer six questions correctly." 


Avalanches 
kill 19 people 


CHUR. Switzerland (R) Al 
least 19 people were killed and., 
several were missing after heavy 
snows and avalanches wrought 
havoc in the Swiss and Austrian 
Alps, police said. In Raveishin the. 
eastern Swiss canton of Gra- 
ubunden. where I _5 metres of 
snow fell, an avalanche enveloped 
two houses, killing three sisters 
aged between 16 and 19 in one 
and a 57-year-old man in the 
other. Two avalanches also hit the 
nearby area of Disentis, killing a 
local ski instructor. Two people 
were reported missing. A' 75-. 
year-old man died after an ava- 
lanche struck the village of Meien 
in the central region of Uri. The 
popular ski resorts of Les Ofa 
blerets and 2Lerraatt have beeacut 
off. Most of the avalanches on the 
Austrian side of the border occ- . 
urned west of the Tyrolean town of 
Innsbruck, frequented by tho- 
usands of foreign tourists in win- 
ter. The worst accident was a St. 
Anton, where six buses were 
swept away by snow and wrecked. 
Tiny Vorarrberg province bet- 
ween Tirol and the Swiss border 
was effectively closed to road tra- 
ffic from TiroL police said. _ . 


New planetary 
system being formed 


ITHACA, New York {Rj — A 
new planetary system, not unlike 
the earth's solar system, might be 
forming around a star 5fK) light 
years away from the snn, a teamof . 
U.S. astronomers said. The team. - 
using the world’s largest tel- 
escopes. said they had tktected-a 
cloud of small, solid particles 
whose combined mass ' roughly 
equals that of the earth' sur- 
rounding a recently formed star in 
the constellation Tauris. 


70 people die 
of dysentery 


DAR ES SALAAM. Tanzania 
l AP) — Seventy people havedfed 
of dysentery since November josh 
outbreak of the intestinal disease 
in the Sumbawanga district of sou- 
thern Tanzania,' the- Daily' 'News 
reported - Friday ■\..T , b* 
government-owned newspaper 
said two health officers ahd-a Spe- 
cialist from the World Health 
Organisation were in ti»jarea to 
try to curb the disease.fgemdratt? 
contracted by drinking unclean 
water. '. •„ 





